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repainting of the sanctuary has pro-

vided a beautiful worship environ-

ment. CPRS has been blessed by the 

giving of the Saints in this endeavor, 

however we are still short on funds 

for the remaining chairs for the sanc-

tuary. We need an additional $5000 

to complete Phase 2. 

 In addition to the sanctuary, 

the Robotics room has been divided 

to create another math room for the 

Geometry and Physics classes. The 

garage has been remodeled to cre-

ate an Intro to Trades classroom. Mr. 

Simmons and Mr. Gatrost will be de-

veloping and teaching this class. We 

desire to continue to build an envi-

ronment that prepares students to be 

productive members of a Zionic com-

munity. 

 Mr. Bobbitt also announced 

the release of a Book of Mormon cur-

riculum for adults that was developed 

from his Book of Mormon classes at 

CPRS. These lessons and study 

guides are needed in the Restoration. 

If you would care to look at them, go 

to bomstudy.org. It is an excellent 

study tool for individuals as well as 

congregations, and an excellent way 

to see what the high school students 

at CPRS are learning. 

 The support of Restoration 
branches, organizations, and Saints 
has led to many blessings and testi-
monies for the school. Contributions 
include those for the renovations, 
student tuition assistance, and the 
operating fund. We would ask for 
continued prayerful support as we 
attempt to help these students grow 
in their relationship with the Lord and 
help them understand and see the 
vision of Zion. 

Dan L. Schoenemann 

CPRS School Administrator 

 Center Place Restoration 

School began the new school year 

on a very upbeat note with high ex-

pectations for this year. The back-to-

school night saw 110 out of 118 en-

rolled families attending. This is one 

of the highest percentage turnouts in 

many years. The enrollment is also 

the highest it has been in 10 years. 

We have over 200 students enrolled 

in grades preschool through 12th 

grade. 

 Several changes have been 

made and were highlighted for the 

parents. The most obvious is the 

sanctuary renovation which is near-

ing the completion of Phase 2. The 

carpeting will be installed in October 

to complete the phase. New lighting, 

stage extension of five feet, new 

flooring on stage, drop-down screen 

and overhead projector, chairs re-

placing the pews, and a complete 
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“bomstudy.org” has a contact button 
for anyone in the world to send us 
comments or suggest corrections 
that could be made. 

 The website uses the 1908 
edition of the Book of Mormon as its 
basis for study. There is a separate 
guide for most chapters in the Book 
of Mormon. Each study guide has the 
following sections: 

• Review – In each study guide 
there is a Review section that 
summarizes historical events that 
preceded the chapter. 

• Major Sections – These study 
guides delineate “major sections” 
within each chapter, making it 

easy for the reader to 
identify a transition in 
subject matter. 

• Key Verses – In 
each guide we’ve at-
tempted to draw a fo-
cus on certain passag-
es that might have spe-
cial significance. 

• Narrative – The 
largest section in each 
guide is a detailed 
commentary intended  
to give the reader a 
fuller understanding of 
the text. The narrative 
contains commentary, 
relevant facts that have 

a bearing on the text, corrobora-
tion from other sources and 
cross-references with other pas-
sages in scripture. 

• Application – In each study 
guide is an Application section 
that asks the reader to consider 
how the text applies to our lives 
today. It normally asks two ques-
tions intended to stimulate 
thought about how the ideas we 
read about could potentially 
change the way we live our lives 
in a modern context. In this re-
gard, we hope that each study 
guide could possibly be, not just 
informational, but transformative. 

• Questions – This Questions sec-

Cont’d on page  8 

BOOK OF MORMON COMMENTARY & STUDY GUIDES 
 For decades, it seemed that 
the RLDS Church and then the Res-
toration Movement didn’t have a 
good commentary that might help 
people who wanted to dive a little 
deeper into particular aspects of the 
Book of Mormon. 

 At Center Place Restoration 
School (CPRS), we offer two cours-
es: Book of Mormon I and Book of 
Mormon II. Each one lasts for a 
school year. For the past four years, 
we’ve worked diligently to develop 
curriculum to support these two clas-
ses.  

 To do this, we’ve created a 
separate study guide for each chap-
ter in the Book of Mormon. These 
study guides were written 
for the needs of older sen-
ior high and  freshman 
college level students, so 
they could serve the 
needs of senior high stu-
dents, college students, or 
adults. 

 At this point, we’ve 
written guides for all the 
Book of Mormon except 
the book of Mosiah, and 
there are over 1,700 pag-
es of study guides! The 
commentary for Mosiah 
will be completed in the 
coming year.  

 It’s our opinion 
that the larger Restoration needs cur-
riculum we can use to teach mem-
bers of our church about the Book of 
Mormon. For example, in Africa right 
now, the church is suffering a major 
setback with some government au-
thorities because we don’t have ac-
credited courses with formal certifi-
cation to train our ministers.  

 CPRS wants to make this ma-
terial available to the Saints of the 
Restoration as quickly and freely as 
possible. To do that, Brother Rich 
Hinkle of the Living Hope Restoration 
Branch has graciously volunteered 
hours of time to create a website that 
would serve this purpose.  

 The URL address for the 
website is “bomstudy.org.” This 

website is freely available on a laptop 
or mobile phone.  

 If you’re at church on a Sun-
day morning and need to teach a 
particular Book of Mormon chapter, 
all you need to do is have your mo-
bile phone and a Bluetooth or Wi-Fi 
connection to a printer. If you need a 
lot of copies, perhaps a copy ma-
chine as well.  

 You can simply pull out your 
cell phone, use the drop-down menu 
on our site to choose a chapter, then 
select the box with an arrow in the 
top-right corner of any study guide. 
That will take you to Google Drive 
where it can be printed. You might 
even want to make “bomstudy.org” a 

bookmark or favorite in the browser 
on your phone. 

 If you don’t have a printer or 
you’re teaching remotely (e.g., Zoom, 
Google Meet, video conferencing, 
etc.), the class members could simp-
ly use their mobile phones to read 
along with you. The entire text of the 
Book of Mormon is on the website as 
well! With this website, the 1,700 
pages of commentary are now  avail-
able to anyone in the world who has 
a connection to the internet.  

 We would add one caution 
that these study guides have not 
been properly proofed for publica-
tion, so there will be occasional mis-
spellings and grammatical errors in 
each guide. The website 
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BUILDING GROWTH & TRANSFORMATION! 

Above: Pictures of the sanctuary/auditorium before the transformation began.  

Below: Most of the changes occurred over the 2021 summer break. 

A huge THANK YOU to all 
who have brought us this 
far! Phase 1 & 2 accom-
plishments include: new 
LED lighting and fresh paint 
in the foyer and sanctuary, 
a stage extension and new 
flooring (new carpet com-
ing soon), and increased 
flexibility with chairs replac-
ing pews (we still need 
more chairs!). We can’t wait 
to wrap up the renovation 
with Phase 3! Last phase 
details COMING SOON!  
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HIGH SCHOOL KICK OFF-1st DAY! 

“.....to be learned is good , if they hearken unto the counsels of God . “ II Nephi 6:61 
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CLASSROOMS & STUDENTS! 

Pictured at left: Our boys’ 
soccer team kneeling in 
prayer for an injured player 
on the opposing team. 
Great show of Christian 
character, guys! 

Pictured at left: Our ser-
vice club, Zion’s Ambassa-
dors for Christ, presented 
Elder Eric Odida with a  
$1,000 donation to assist 
with a very deserving pro-
ject in Kenya. 

Pictured at right: The ele-
mentary students made 
cards to show their sup-
port and appreciation to 
the Independence Police 
Department for their dedi-
cation to our community. 
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MORE BEGINNING OF YEAR PHOTOS 

“.....to be learned is good , if they hearken unto the counsels of God . “ II Nephi 6:61 



 Center Place Restoration School 

is currently accepting faculty applications 

for a  high school choir teacher beginning 

with the 2016-2017 school year. 

 This position involves working 

with students in 9th through 12th 

grades. Responsibilities include selecting 

music for the choir, working on vocal 

training and performance preparation 

during daily class times, and rehearsing 

for concerts within the school setting 

and occasional community/branch out-

reach. 

 Candidates should have experi-

ence in choral music and be comfortable 

working with students. A music degree 

or extensive music background is pre-

ferred. 

 Applications may be picked up 

from CPRS.  Our office hours are Monday 

through Thursday from 8:00 AM-4:00 

PM, and Fridays from 8:00 AM-3:30 PM.   
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MISSION: TOWER OF ZION 
 As we begin the 2021-22 

school year, I am more humbled and 

excited than ever to be part of the 

great work at CPRS, and to see the 

school community pressing forward 

in its mission to stand as a tower of 

Zion in these tumultuous days and 

times.  

 Some key highlights as this 

school year begins: 

• Enrollment is at a high mark for 

recent years, a testament to the 

quality of both the educational 

offerings and the administration 

and staff of the school.  It is espe-

cially encouraging to see the ele-

mentary program at or near ca-

pacity at most grade levels, 

providing a solid base of students 

as our retention rates into the 

secondary programs improve. 

• Expansion of course offerings 

and extracurricular activities con-

tinues, including the exciting In-

dustrial Arts program that is new 

this year, and the return of a full 

range of fine arts activities. 

• The renovation of the sanctuary 

is progressing, with exciting 

changes evident over the sum-

mer and more to come as we 

finish the flooring in the auditori-

um in the early part of the school 

year.  We are so appreciative of 

the support of the Saints in their 

generous donations to date and 

pray you will continue to support 

future phases of the renovation.  

The CPRS facility is an iconic 

building for our Restoration 

groups, and we continue to be 

dedicated to improving it in every 

way we can. 

• The school is in stable financial 

condition, despite the overall 

economic impacts of the pan-

demic.  God continues to show 

His hand in this work; each time 

we have a financial need means 

are provided, often through the 

generosity of the Saints in their 

donations.  There are many op-

portunities for growth and en-

hancement that would come with 

additional financial resources, 

and we are grateful for your con-

tinued consideration of the needs 

inherent in operating the school. 

 Overall, I am most apprecia-

tive of the unique environment that 

CPRS provides our young people:  a 

place they can be cared for, nur-

tured, taught; a place where their 

development—both academic and 

spiritual—is the top priority; a place 

where they can come to know the 

Savior, Jesus Christ, and grow in a 

relationship with Him.  The sacrificial 

nature of the teachers, volunteers, 

and administration is so evident as 

they go above and beyond every day 

out of true and genuine care and 

concern for the student body.  Final-

ly, CPRS stands as an important wit-

ness of the power of people coming 

together with a common mission and 

cause; it is unique in the Restoration 

today, as families come together 

from many factions of the Restoration 

in a spirit of unity and cooperation.  

This witness is so important for our 

young people today, as we consider 

our goal of becoming a people of one 

heart and mind. 

 I pray God’s blessing will 

continue in all the efforts of CPRS, 

and that each of you will consider the 

role you can play in its continuing 

success! 

 

Brad Hampton  

CPRS Board of Trustees President 

FALL MUSICAL—FROZEN JR. 

November 4 (Matinee Performance), November 5 & 6 (Evening Performances) 

CHRISTMAS CONCERTS 

Tuesday, December 14 at 7:00 PM—Secondary Concert 

Thursday, December 16 at 7:00 PM— Elementary Concert 

POPS CONCERT 

Friday, February 25 at 7:00 PM—Secondary Choirs 

SPRING PLAY 

Friday, April 1 at 7:00 PM—Spring Play  

SPRING CONCERTS 

Thursday, May 12 at 7:00 PM—Secondary Concert 

Thursday, May 19 at 7:00 PM—Elementary Concert 

COMING SOON! 
Join us for our upcoming Fine Arts  
department performances in the CPRS  
auditorium. Thank you for your support  
of CPRS! 
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tion provides an opportunity for 
the reader to test his comprehen-
sion of the text. These study 
guides may also be used by 
teachers who wish to make this 
the basis for a curriculum or 
course of study. That is why we 
include a place for each student to 
write their name at the top of the 
guide.  

• Answers – Because teachers may 
wish to use these study guides as 
a classroom curriculum, we have 
created separate documents that 
contain the answers to each item 
in the Questions section. 

 CPRS is constantly working on 
ways that we can be of assistance to 
the larger Restoration Movement. As 
you pursue the truth contained in the 
Book of Mormon, we hope the website 
“bomstudy.org” will be of some bene-
fit. May the Lord bless you as you 
study his word and come to a fuller 
understanding of his gospel. 

 

Robert Bobbitt 

CPRS Religion Teacher &  

Restoration Elder 

Visit our website at 
cprsgoldeneagles.com 

Find us on  
Facebook & Instagram 

@centerplacerestorationschool 
816-252-1715 

 One of the best ways to 

support Center Place Restoration 

School is to keep the school in 

your prayers at all times.  

 The Lord has blessed CPRS 

through the years because of the 

prayers of the Saints.  

 You can also help by donat-

ing to one or more of these specific 

areas: 

1.  Operating Fund - Only 45% of the 

operating expenses are covered by 

tuition. The remainder is covered by 

donations and fundraisers. The Oper-

ating Fund is the heartbeat of the 

school, keeping us moving forward. 

2.  Student Assistance/Adopt-a-

Student. This helps students who 

otherwise would be unable to attend 

CPRS, helping those who are in need 

and unable to pay full tuition. This is 

important this year as our enrollment 

has increased, but so has the num-

ber of students requiring aid. 

3.  Sanctuary/Auditorium Renovation 

- Phase 2 of 3 phases is drawing to a 

close. We are now looking to fund 

Phase 3. We hope to complete Phase 

3 summer of 2022 IF we have the 

funding. Please take time to review 

the progress in the pictures provided 

in this newsletter. 

4.  Center Place Educational Founda-

tion - Many Saints are not aware of 

this endowment fund that annually 

gifts earnings and scholarships to 

CPRS. Please review the article in-

cluded for more details. 
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