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Nauvoo; “in all the places where the 

church of those early days estab-

lished settlements, the school was 

one of the first buildings erected.” 

 Later, there was Graceland 

College, a school of nursing, in con-

nection with the Independence Sani-

tarium and Hospital, and the School 

of the Restoration in Independence. 

Frye then concludes, “The teaching 

and the example of the church and 

of its leaders has always counseled 

men to seek, to study, to learn, to 

expand and enlarge their mental ho-

rizons, to cultivate the God-given 

and godlike intelligence which is in 

them.” 

 At the beginning of the 

1970’s, Elder Fred Hubble had a vi-

sion of a Restoration school similar 

to that of CPRS. It would serve Zion’s 

children from preschool through 

high school. As you read the articles 

contained within, and consider the 

ideals and goals and how today’s 

families and students should uphold 

them, may you see how that vision 

from the 1970’s is being fulfilled.  

 Center Place Restoration 

School is a mission and a steward-

ship of the Restoration Branches 

around the world.   

  

Dan L. Schoenemann 

School Administrator 

 

“Seek ye out of the best books words 

of wisdom; seek learning even by 

study, and also by faith.” D&C 85: 

36a 

“Give instruction to a wise man, and 

he will be yet wiser; teach a just 

man, and he will increase in learn-

ing.” Proverbs 9:9 

 It is our hope that the articles 

contained in this newsletter will fa-

miliarize you with who, what, when, 

where, and why CPRS exists.  It has 

long been the priority of the Saints 

to create places of learning. 

 CPRS was established and 

continues as a mission and a stew-

ardship of all Restoration Branches. 

Evan A. Fry, in his book “The Resto-

ration Faith”, states, “when the first 

settlement of the Saints was made in 

Jackson County in 1832, one of the 

first buildings erected was a school-

house near the present site of Troost 

Park in Kansas City. This was the first 

schoolhouse in Jackson County.” Lat-

er that same year another school 

was opened near the corner of Lex-

ington and Union streets in Inde-

pendence. In 1833 another school 

was opened near present-day Lone 

Jack. Also, Jackson County, Far West, 
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grade educational system, based upon 

the teaching of God as contained in 

the Three Standard Books of the Scrip-

tures.  

 At this point in time, the 

school board began searching for a 

school building, and after surveying 

the possibilities, unanimously agreed 

that the Waldo Avenue facility was the 

most desirable, but at a prohibitive 

cost. (The Board of Trustees was not 

aware of the earlier testimony regard-

ing this facility.) They began praying 

that if this was the 

building God desired 

for a school, that He 

would go before them 

and open the necessary 

doors. Our Heavenly 

Father did just that! He 

not only opened the 

doors, but negotiated 

the price - $400,000! 

The saints across the 

country then sacrificed 

to contribute the necessary funds to 

purchase the facility. God has contin-

ued to go before us. He has moved 

upon the hearts of the saints to con-

tinue financial support. The testimo-

nies of the Lord’s intervention for the 

establishment of this school grow dai-

ly. The testimonies of the saints con-

cerning this school continue to glad-

den our hearts. 

 Several avenues have been 

provided for the saints to be involved 

with the ongoing needs of the school 

Cont’d on page  8 

THE STORY OF THE CENTER PLACE RESTORATION SCHOOL 

 This article is a reprint from  

the Vision magazine #11, November 

1992. It was written by the then Board 

of Trustees.  

 The Center Place Restoration 

School is indeed a cooperative effort 

between God and the saints of the 

Restoration branches. The hand of the 

Lord has been preparing the way for 

this Restoration School in Independ-

ence, even to the very purchase of our 

school building. In July 1990, at a reun-

ion, several mothers were made 

aware of the really seri-

ous need for a school of 

Zionic principles for our 

children. Several inci-

dents had arisen during 

the week that pointed 

out quite clearly that 

the world’s influence on 

our children was pre-

sent, even as they came 

apart from the world 

for a Restoration reun-

ion. They were concerned about the 

manner of dress for their sons and 

daughters, and the sharp competitive 

spirit always present for their children. 

They felt it was surely time for the 

Lord to intervene and direct them to a 

school. After reunion, these mothers 

continued to pray for the Lord’s direc-

tion regarding a school.  

 About two weeks later, 

through a casual conversation, one of 

the mothers was informed that there 

was indeed a building in Independence 

that would fill the needs for a school, 

and it was for sale. The building? Wal-

do Avenue Baptist Church and School. 

The cost? $800,000! The Spirit of God 

was overwhelming, and assured this 

good woman that this was indeed the 

place for our school! The question was 

how? The Spirit further assured her 

that this was a time of preparation, 

and to have faith, trust, and patience. 

 During the latter part of 1990, 

efforts towards establishing a school in 

Independence were made by another 

group of concerned parents, grandpar-

ents, and friends of our children. This 

group divided into committees 

(curriculum, finance, parent advisory, 

and building), where the goals and 

needs of the school were discussed 

and developed. Open meetings were 

held to determine the number of par-

ents interested in sending their chil-

dren to a Restoration school. In early 

June, those saints attending the open 

meeting elected a school board to pro-

vide a stabilized leadership for the 

continued effort of establishing a com-

plete kindergarten through twelfth 



 Center Place Restoration School 

is currently accepting faculty applications 

for a  high school choir teacher beginning 

with the 2016-2017 school year. 

 This position involves working 

with students in 9th through 12th 

grades. Responsibilities include selecting 

music for the choir, working on vocal 

training and performance preparation 

during daily class times, and rehearsing 

for concerts within the school setting 

and occasional community/branch out-

reach. 

 Candidates should have experi-

ence in choral music and be comfortable 

working with students. A music degree 

or extensive music background is pre-

ferred. 

 Applications may be picked up 

from CPRS.  Our office hours are Monday 

through Thursday from 8:00 AM-4:00 

PM, and Fridays from 8:00 AM-3:30 PM.   
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SERVICE OF DEDICATION - CPRS 

 These are the comments of 

Elder John A. Smith taken from the 

CPRS Service of Dedication, Septem-

ber 20, 1992. 

 The Heavenly Father has 

called us to serve Him in this day, 

and in this time, to the fulfillment of 

His purposes in our lives. This call 

includes the saints from across the 

nation, as well as the saints here in 

the central area, in the land desig-

nated as His New Jerusalem. Even 

so, the focus of this call falls more 

specifically upon the parents who 

perceived the need for this school; 

upon the Board that was elected to 

labor to fulfill its vision; upon the 

faculty and staff who were called 

into its educational stewardship of 

service; and especially to the young 

people who make up the charter stu-

dent body of Center Place Restora-

tion School. All have been called to 

participate in “the renewing of [our] 

minds” in an educational enterprise 

brought into existence by the pow-

ers of heaven. 

 In this call, may we each one 

respond to the invitation of our God 

in Heaven, which He issued through 

the Apostle Paul when He entreated 

us by saying: “I beseech you there-

fore, brethren, by the mercies of 

God, that ye present your bodies a 

living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 

God, which is your reasonable ser-

vice. And be not conformed to this 

world; but be ye transformed by the 

renewing of your mind, that ye may 

prove what that good, and accepta-

ble, and perfect will of God is.” Ro-

mans 12:1, 2. THIS WE DEDICATE 

OURSELVES TO! 

 Brothers and Sisters, we can 

be transformed, and at the same 

time renew our minds by seeking the 

glory of God. We are counseled in 

D&C 90:6a that: “The glory of God is 

intelligence, or, in other words, light 

and truth; and light and truth for-

saketh that evil one.” This is the in-

telligence we seek at Center Place 

Restoration School. That is the rea-

son that our primary set of reference 

books is not the Encyclopedia Britan-

nica, but rather, is the Encyclopedia 

Scripture, the rod of iron. If we are 

to find God’s universal and eternal 

truths, we will find them in the coun-

cil of His Holy Word, not in the phi-

losophies of man or his poor reach of 

mind. Let us always remember His 

eternal caution to mankind, when He 

said: “O the vainness, and the frail-

ties, and the foolishness of men! 

When they are learned, they think 

they are wise, and they hearken not 

unto the counsel of God, for they set 

it aside, supposing they know of 

themselves; wherefore, their wis-

dom is foolishness, and it profiteth 

them not. And they shall perish. But 

Cont’d on page  6 
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Lord. “CPRS wants to be a leavening 

in the lives of children, bridging the 

gap between home, school, and 

church, to provide conditions where-

by students can receive the 

Truth.” (“Service of Dedication pro-

gram,” 1992) We aim to not only 

teach the Truth, but teach the stu-

dents how to apply the Truth wisely 

in their own lives.  

 Ideally, when all three legs 

are supporting equally, the student 

will thrive spiritually and succeed 

academically. If one of the three sup-

ports lags, the support has to be 

picked up or replaced by something 

or someone else. Ideals and values 

of the world are often allowed to 

step in and replace the leg(s) that 

are missing or falling short. 

 

Dan L. Schoenemann 

School Administrator 

THE THREE-LEGGED STOOL 

 I once saw a quote in the 

Kansas City Star from a superinten-

dent of a large public school system 

saying, “students used to be sup-

ported by a three-legged stool. One 

leg was the church, another the par-

ents, and the third the school. In to-

day’s society many students now 

only have one leg of support, the 

school.” 

 Ideally, the church would 

support the student with spirit-filled 

youth activities, spirit-led services, 

and an active priesthood in the 

homes training, supporting, teaching 

and supporting the families. This al-

lows the priesthood to understand 

the various needs and desires of 

each family they are providing minis-

try to.   

 The family would have their 

students at these church functions 

where they would worship and study 

together. The students would be in-

volved in the priesthood visits, as 

necessary, while the families would 

have regular devotions and conver-

sations about the Lord in the homes. 

 The school’s aim should be 

to provide an education that instills a 

desire for Godly character and leads 

students to a personal relationship 

with Jesus Christ. The school should 

equip students with the skills neces-

sary to excel in society and assist in 

the establishment of Zion. The com-

munication between school and par-

ents is extremely important. By 

keeping parents aware of the annual 

and monthly themes with supporting 

scriptures, these themes may be 

used in conversation/family worship 

at home, if so desired. 

 The purpose of CPRS is to act 

as an extension of the home, as-

sisting parents to bring up their chil-

dren in light and truth, and teaching 

them to walk uprightly before the 



 Center Place Restoration School 

is currently accepting faculty applications 

for a  high school choir teacher beginning 

with the 2016-2017 school year. 

 This position involves working 

with students in 9th through 12th 

grades. Responsibilities include selecting 

music for the choir, working on vocal 

training and performance preparation 

during daily class times, and rehearsing 

for concerts within the school setting 

and occasional community/branch out-

reach. 

 Candidates should have experi-

ence in choral music and be comfortable 

working with students. A music degree 

or extensive music background is pre-

ferred. 

 Applications may be picked up 

from CPRS.  Our office hours are Monday 

through Thursday from 8:00 AM-4:00 

PM, and Fridays from 8:00 AM-3:30 PM.   
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SEEDS 
Eighteen years ago my 

youngest came to CPRS as a 

kindergartner. To help with 

tuition, I started as a volun-

teer working with middle 

school students. Years 

passed and my job grew, 

new challenges emerged, and stu-

dents moved through my life. That 

was the best part – the students. 

 Collin went all the way 

through this wonderful place. He 

was one of the valedictorians of his 

class and his academic achievements 

here earned him full tuition to Miz-

zou. This a testimony in its own right, 

as well as a testimony of the aca-

demic excellence of this school; how-

ever, at the end of his career here, I 

wasn't ready to leave CPRS. 

 Along with volunteering 

while Collin was here, I also had the 

opportunity to substitute teach. I 

really enjoyed having that relation-

ship with the students. Chapels 

would minister to me, especially the 

Monday elementary prayer chapels 

and also when students, no matter 

their age, would offer their testimo-

nies. It also helped to start each 

school day with a group of teachers 

who would meet daily to pray. 

 One of the sub jobs I was 

privileged to have was a long-term 

one for Linda Wilson, the high school 

religion teacher. To fill those shoes 

was intimidating beyond measure. 

Teaching religion to high school stu-

dents is a great responsibility. These 

students are the hope of the 

church's future, AND Mrs. Wilson 

had such great knowledge from 

which to instruct. As a convert to the 

church, I was concerned 

about finding answers to 

the students' questions, 

but this also gave me the 

opportunity to learn. 

 Through teaching 

five hours a day from the 

scriptures and having 

huge binders and many 

file cabinets of back-

ground material, I gained 

so much more than knowledge. I 

gained a more vibrantly active prayer 

life. I gained dear and precious rela-

tionships with students who shared 

in this journey with me. I truly be-

lieve God placed me in this place at 

this time to prepare me. 

 Now my job at CPRS has 

changed again. I work with Cathy 

White in the Learning Skills Room 

helping students succeed academi-

cally and build confidence. I love my 

job and each student who passes 

through this room. God has blessed 

us greatly! 

 As CPRS continues in its min-

istry to provide academic as well as 

spiritual knowledge to our youth, I 

would ask an interest in your pray-

ers. Whether students are here for 

only a short while, or spend the en-

tirety of their school years with us, 

we hope that the seeds sown here 

would sprout and get fed along the 

way, and that those hearts would 

grow toward God's desired will for 

their lives.  

Chere Smith 

CPRS Faculty 
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chooses to enter these hallowed 

halls. This day, we dedicate this 

place to become one of thy towers 

of Zion in your New Jerusalem. May 

we all unite, in this cause, as His cov-

enant people through sacrifice. THIS 

WE DEDICATE OURSELVES TO! 

 “Therefore, I would that ye 

should be steadfast and immovable, 

always abounding in good works, 

that Christ, the Lord God Omnipo-

tent, may seal you His, that you may 

be brought to Heaven, that ye may 

have everlasting salvation and eter-

nal life, through the wisdom, and 

power, and justice, and mercy of 

Him, who created all things, in heav-

en and earth, who is God above all. 

Amen.” Mosiah 3:21. THIS WE DEDI-

CATE OURSELVES TO! 

 

Elder John A. Smith 

CPRS’s First School Administrator 

 Reprinted from the Service of 

Dedication program, September 20, 

1992. 

 The purpose of Center Place 

Restoration School is to act as an 

extension of the home, assisting par-

ents to bring up their children in light 

and truth (“train up a child in the 

way he should go...” (Proverbs 22:6)) 

and teach them to walk uprightly 

before the Lord. “bring them up in 

the nurture and admonition of the 

Lord” (Ephesians 6:4). 

 Center Place Restoration 

School seeks to provide the best ed-

ucation possible by addressing the 

needs of the whole child: spiritual 

and moral growth; academic and 

intellectual achievement; and physi-

cal and social development. We seek 

to help each student understand 

that God loves him as an individual 

and has a purpose and plan for his 

life; and that each student is ac-

countable to God, for developing 

spiritually, mentally, emotionally, 

and physically to his highest poten-

tial.  

 It is our desire that our 

young people will see the Zionic life-

style as something to be desired, and 

will learn to base their daily lives and 

relationships of Christ in his own life. 

We feel this cannot be accomplished 

apart from a “Christian education,” 

i.e. every subject taught according to 

the principles of and within the 

framework of the Word of God. “The 

fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

knowledge” (Proverbs 1:7). 

OUR PURPOSE 

to be learned is good, if they heark-

en unto the counsels of God.” 2 

Nephi 6:61. THIS WE DEDICATE OUR-

SELVES TO! 

 Students of CPRS – Give ear 

to God’s words; for I swear unto you, 

that inasmuch as you shall keep the 

commandments of God, you shall 

prosper. (Alma 17:1) Further know 

that as you put your trust in God, 

you will be supported in your trials, 

and your troubles, and your afflic-

tions, and you will be lifted up in the 

last day. (Alma 17:3) May we dedi-

cate ourselves to this end! 

 We dedicate this place to the 

eternal purposes of our Heavenly 

Father so that we will stand in His 

Holy place. We do this because of 

the evils that abound and that have 

greatly increased in this land, and 

the calamities long prophesied, by 

God’s servants, to come upon the 

Service of Ded. cont’d from page 3 

world and the United States of 

America as well. It is needful that our 

church homes, and our school 

homes be dedicated as holy places of 

refuge and safety, so that the de-

stroyer shall pass them by. We want 

our school to be a place where the 

spirit can dwell. A place where we 

can seek a full consecration toward 

righteous living and toward the 

building of Zion and the fulfillment of 

God’s purposes in a pure and holy 

people. 

 This day we dedicate this 

school, this church, our lives to the 

purposes of God. We call upon the 

Heavenly Father to place His guardi-

an angels in and around this school 

and church to guide and protect all 

those who enter therein. We call up-

on thee, O God, to provide that per-

sonal guardian angel for each stu-

dent, parent, and staff member who 
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music for the choir, working on vocal 

training and performance preparation 

during daily class times, and rehearsing 

for concerts within the school setting 

and occasional community/branch out-

reach. 

 Candidates should have experi-

ence in choral music and be comfortable 

working with students. A music degree 

or extensive music background is pre-

ferred. 

 Applications may be picked up 

from CPRS.  Our office hours are Monday 

through Thursday from 8:00 AM-4:00 

PM, and Fridays from 8:00 AM-3:30 PM.   
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PHILOSOPHY OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 Reprinted from the Service of 

Dedication program, September 20, 

1992. 

 Living by God’s principles in a 

sinful world is the most important 

ability our young people need to 

learn in order to be successful; How 

to be in the world and not of it. How 

to really love each other. How to be 

of one heart and one mind. How to 

dwell in righteousness. 

 Most of our youth today 

don’t seem much different from the 

rest of the world’s youth. Why is 

this? This is because they have been 

raised in a very worldly, materialistic 

and selfish society and naturally they 

have absorbed those values. Often-

times, we have neglected our re-

sponsibility to teach our children 

God’s rules for living, depending up-

on the church to do it. The world has 

set up a system of social values deal-

ing with education and the family. It 

would be very easy for us to go no 

further and use the “world’s” values 

in our school with “Christian” curric-

ulum; however, we are called to 

come out of Babylon (the world) and 

become a “peculiar people.” 

 The word “peculiar” carries a 

rather negative connotation in our 

society. “Queer, strange, bizarre, 

eccentric, weird, and old-fashioned” 

are some synonyms that come to 

mind. However, look-

ing further, we find 

“remarkable, uncom-

mon, unusual, distinc-

tive, selective, dis-

tinct,” words that are 

in the spirit of the 

Scriptures. 

[Webster’s Dictionary 

defines peculiar as 

“characteristic of only 

ONE person, group or thing, i.e. be-

longing to ONE and one only.”] 

 Zion will be a place where all 

things are done in “the manner de-

signed of God.” God created us and 

the world around us, and when He 

did this, He had a design in mind for 

education and families. Don’t you 

imagine that “the manner designed 

of God” would be “peculiar” in our 

world? 

 The Center Place Restoration 

School wants to be a leavening in the 

lives of children, bridging the gap 

between home, school, and church, 

to provide conditions whereby stu-

dents can receive the Truth. “And ye 

shall know the Truth and the Truth 

shall make you free.” (John 8:32) Not 

only is it our objective to teach the 

Truth, but also to teach our students 

how to apply the Truth wisely in 

their own lives. “...when He, the Spir-

it of truth, is come, He will guide you 

in all truth...” (John 16:13) 

COMING SOON! 

Join us for our upcoming Fine Arts department performances in the CPRS auditorium. Thank you for your support of CPRS! 

CHRISTMAS CONCERTS 

Thursday, December 6 at 7:00 PM—Elementary Concert 

Thursday, December 13 at 7:00 PM—Secondary Concert 

SPRING PLAY 

Friday, March 29 & Saturday, March 30 at 7:00 PM—Spring Play  

SPRING CONCERTS 

Thursday, May 9 at 7:00 PM—Secondary Concert 

Thursday, May 16 at 7:00 PM—Elementary Concert 



Center Place Restoration School 
819 W. Waldo Ave. 
Independence, MO 64050 
816-252-1715 * FAX 816-252-2900 

Visit us at 
www.cprsgoldeneagles.com 

816.252.1715 
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ROBOT TEAM COMPETITION 

 Story of CPRS cont’d from page  2 

and to feel a part of this endeavor. The 

“Adopt-A-Student” program devel-

oped out of a need to provide financial 

assistance to those families unable to 

send their children to a private school. 

This program enables those good 

saints to share their financial re-

sources on a more personal basis with 

those less fortunate. The “Adopt-A-

Room” project grew out of a need to 

ready the classrooms for school this 

fall. Several individuals as well as 

branches have chosen to adopt a 

room, and are painting and providing 

new carpeting for those classrooms, as 

well as refinishing the school desks, 

etc. Those living too far away to labor 

physically are sending funds to allow 

the work to continue. If you are inter-

ested in either project, please contact 

the school office at 816-252-1715. 

 Our school enrollment is pres-

ently one hundred and fifty-five in 

grades K-12. Each student enrolled 

and his or her family participated in an 

“admissions interview” with school 

administrator, Dr. John A. Smith. The 

response has been very favorable and 

the students eagerly began school on 

August 31.  

 Center Place Restoration 

School seeks to provide the best edu-

cation possible by addressing the 

needs of the whole child – spiritual 

and moral growth, academic and intel-

lectual achievement, and physical and 

social development. We seek to help 

each student understand that God 

loves him or her as an individual and 

has a purpose and plan for each life – 

and that each student is accountable 

to God for developing spiritually, men-

tally, emotionally, and physically to 

the highest potential.  

 It is our desire that our young 

people will see the Zionic lifestyle as 

something to be desired, and will learn 

to base their daily lives and relation-

ships on God’s principles. We seek to 

help each child come to a personal 

knowledge of Christ in his or her own 

life. We feel this cannot be accom-

plished apart from a “Christian educa-

tion,” – i.e., every subject taught ac-

cording to the principles of and within 

the framework of the Word of God.  

 The continued prayerful and 

financial support of the saints will cer-

tainly assure the success of this school, 

which is dedicated to the Lord and to 

our children. 

 

1992 CPRS Board of Trustees 


