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ers. Where else can you find a 

school that has chapel and 

prayer services daily? Where 

can you listen to a school choir 

sing the most beautiful hymns 

without even having to look at 

a hymnal? We may not always 

be as grateful for this place as 

we should be, and I guess you 

could blame that on our teen-

age years or maybe senioritis, 

but I think we do all recognize 

how blessed we are. 

 Mr. Metzger quoted a 

former student at our last 

chapel, saying, “It’s hard to 

leave the people that you’ve 

been with seven hours a day, 

five days a week, for thirteen 

years.” I agree with that com-

pletely—it is hard. But I know 

that these friendships we have 

made throughout high school 

will last.  This isn’t the last time 

we will be seeing each other. 

 I’d like to read from the 

graduation speech from the 

Amazing Spiderman movie, be-

cause it actually gives some 

good advice: “What makes life 

valuable isn’t that it doesn’t 

last forever. What makes it 

precious is that it ends…. Don’t 

waste your life—make it count 

for something. Fight for what 

matters to you, because even if 

we fall short, what better way 

is there to live? There may be 

dark days ahead where we feel 

all alone, but no matter how 

bad it gets, we need to hold on 

 Class of 2016… Do you 

remember when that year was 

read at our kindergarten gradua-

tion and all of our parents 

laughed because it seemed so far 

away? Well, here it is, today is 

the day. After thirteen years of 

getting up early, putting on our 

uniforms, and constantly com-

plaining about homework, it’s all 

over. We did it! 

 You know, thirteen years 

sounds like a long time, but it has 

gone by remarkably fast. I would-

n’t trade my years at CPRS for 

anything. It has been my home 

for a long time, and it’s hard to 

think that I won’t be walking 

these halls every day any more. I 

have learned far more from this 

school than I could have ever im-

agined. I have made lasting 

friendships and bonds not only 

with my classmates and other 

students but also with my teach-
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“”Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.”  

Psalm 103:2 Page 2 

to hope and be greater than what 

we suffer.” 

 Class of 2016, we have a 

hope that is in us. I would like to 

leave you with one of my favorite 

scriptures, 1 Peter 3:15: “But 

sanctify the Lord God in your 

hearts; and be ready always to 

give an answer with meekness 

and fear to every man that asketh 

of you a reason for the hope that 

is in you.”  

Ellie Williams 

 

  My fellow classmates, it 

has been four years since we en-

tered high school. We began as 

freshmen, filled with anticipation 

for what the next few years would 

hold, and today we stand here as 

seniors ready to graduate pre-

pared for the challenges ahead of 

us. No matter what the challenges 

are, I can always draw strength 

from the friendships that I have 

made here at CPRS. Some of these 

friendships started before kinder-

garten while others have been 

added along the way. Thirteen 

years ago, seven of us began our 

journey together in Mrs. 

Postlethwait’s kindergarten class. 

More friendships were added eve-

ry year, including this year when 

Derek joined our class. I will cher-

ish the memories we have made 

together and I will miss our chats, 

even the three-hour chat we had 

Valedictorians cont’d from page  1 that lasted until midnight during 

our senior trip. 

 We have worked hard to get 

to this point, but we could not have 

done it on our own. CPRS has pro-

vided us a school that not only al-

lows us to excel academically but 

allows us to grow spiritually as 

well. 

 Thank you to the teachers 

for your dedication and guidance, 

and for sharing your knowledge 

and talents with us. I always knew 

that you would be there to give me 

extra help when I needed it. We al-

so would not be here without our 

families, who gave us advice and 

have been our support along the 

way. 

 Through other activities at 

CPRS such as sports, we have 

learned to overcome obstacles and 

the importance of discipline and 

determination. We also have had 

the opportunity to participate in 

plays, clubs, and service projects, 

which have helped us to learn to 

work together and achieve a com-

mon goal. I am thankful for the op-

portunity that I have had to go to a 

Christian school where we can 

gather together to pray and row 

closer to God. I would ask that you 

would all make it your goal to go 

forth and let your light shine for the 

world. 

 As we prepare to move on, 

there will be obstacles and chal-

lenges to overcome, but I believe 

we all have the ability to achieve 

our dreams. As it states in Matthew 

5:18, “Therefore let your light so 

shine before this world, that they 

may see your good works, and glo-

rify your Father who is in haven.” 

 And so, to my classmates, 

the graduating class of 2016, I 

would close with these familiar 

words: “We will leave the past be-

hind, we will fly with eagles’ wings, 

we will run the race before us, we 

are bound for greater things.” 

Anna Witherell 

 

Class of 2016 

 

 

 

 

Co-Valedictorians: 

Ellie Williams (L) 

Anna Witherell (R) 



 Center Place Restoration School 

is currently accepting faculty applications 

for a  high school choir teacher beginning 

with the 2016-2017 school year. 

 This position involves working 

with students in 9th through 12th 

grades. Responsibilities include selecting 

music for the choir, working on vocal 

training and performance preparation 

during daily class times, and rehearsing 

for concerts within the school setting 

and occasional community/branch out-

reach. 

 Candidates should have experi-

ence in choral music and be comfortable 

working with students. A music degree 

or extensive music background is pre-

ferred. 

 Applications may be picked up 

from CPRS.  Our office hours are Monday 

through Thursday from 8:00 AM-4:00 

PM, and Fridays from 8:00 AM-3:30 PM.   
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Fireworks cont’d on page  4 

 First of all, I am so 

happy and feel so lucky that I 

could come to CPRS. All the 

experiences I had in this 

school year 2015-2016 were 

the most wonderful ones I 

have ever had. And for that I 

want to thank my parents, 

my schoolmates, my teachers, 

and the most important is to 

thank THE LORD, even 

though this year is my first 

time to get to know about 

Him, but I believe that this is 

not just a coincidence, but 

part of His plan. 

 During the school 

year, one of the most influen-

tial events was the Spiritual 

Revival Day. I listened to Mrs. 

Wilson’s testimonies, which 

moved me and inspired me a 

lot. I learned about what had 

she been through, how strong 

her spirit is, and how much 

she believes in the Lord. She 

shared that no matter how big 

or small, injuries will always 

affect our mental health to dif-

ferent extents, and we must be 

brave and persevere to over-

come. At that moment, I said to 

myself, “You have met so many 

people that have so many won-

derful experiences. You need to 

be part of them too—to help, to 

give, and to forgive.” 

   I joined the ZAC club, 

basketball, volleyball, and track 

teams, and I assisted with the 

senior class donut sales fund-

raiser. I help to prepare a 

morning chapel service, and I 

got to know the fighting spirit 

of our athletics. I hope future 

school years will be better and 

better. 

Jiewen “Derek” Wang 

CPRS Graduate 2016 

(pictured below, back row center) 

 After one year of being in 

charge of the CPRS fireworks 

tent, Janet and I have come to 

learn one thing more than any 

other—always expect the unex-

pected. Having the opportunity 

to be part of this fundraiser has 

been a mix of different emo-

tions, but ultimately it has been 

a blessing. 

 Last year we tried to put 

our focus on praising God and 

thanking Him for this oppor-

tunity and the blessing of CPRS 

and had a dedication service to 

start the fundraiser for the first 

time. Then, three days into 

sales, the tent was hit by a mas-

sive thunderstorm that pro-

duced 60-70 mph winds and a 

torrential downpour. During the 

worst part of the storm, the 

trailer where my family and I 

were staying almost flipped and 

the tent began to lift off the 

ground. Abby said she would 

watch the other two kids while I 

went outside to check on the 

tent. 

A section of our tent had 

collapsed, many of the pallets 

under the table were afloat, 

some of the fireworks were on 

their way down 24 Highway, 

and nearly all our inventory ap-

peared to be damaged. As I was 
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ROBOT TEAM COMPETITION 

GIFT FROM THE HEART Fireworks cont’d from page  3 

 Just before classes dismissed 

for the summer, one of our middle 

school students brought to the office 

an envelope with money and this 

message: 

Dear CPRS, 

 I’m giving this donation of 

money ($60 to be exact). I’ve been sav-

ing up for a long time to show how 

much I love this school. So, how I got 

this money is a story for another 

time...and by another time, I mean 

now. So, my mom pays me for chores I 

do around the house, and 10% of the 

money I get goes to the giving bank I 

have. You may expect future donations 

in the sort-of near future. 

With love. 

 What a blessing for our school 

and testament to our families as we 

work together to instill  values and a 

sense of stewardship in our youth! 

wrestling with the tent poles, 

three thoughts came to mind: I 

was holding on to metal poles in a 

thunderstorm, this tent was going 

to carry me down 24 highway, 

and I just left my kids in the trail-

er. This was not my most brilliant 

moment. I immediately stopped 

what I was doing and said a pray-

er. 

I honestly don’t remember 

anything after that for a good pe-

riod of time. I had called John Lar-

son and our fireworks representa-

tive to report that we had lost vir-

tually everything. What followed 

amazed me. The outpouring of 

support, prayers, and help that 

followed showed me how Lord 

and his angels truly worked over-

time. Turns out, we lost very mini-

mal product, approximately $200!  

More than raising money, 

however, the fireworks tent has 

become an opportunity for par-

ents to meet, create new friend-

ships, and make friendships 

stronger. I have met many won-

derful people that I otherwise 

would not have had the chance to 

meet. We have formed a relation-

ship with several repeat custom-

ers that have personally ex-

pressed their fondness for our 

attitude, friendliness, and the way 

we represent the school. Alt-

hough many have given me com-

pliments for how the tent was op-

erated last year, it is the volun-

teers that always make the differ-

ence. The sole reason for the suc-

cess of the tent is the sacrifice 

that each individual makes to 

spend time volunteering.  

 

Tony Rush, 

Tent Coordinator 


