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young people who make up the 

charter student body of Center 

Place Restoration School. All have 

been called to participate in “the 

renewing of [our] minds,” in an 

educational enterprise brought 

into existence by the powers of 

heaven. 

 In this call, may we each 

one respond to the invitation of 

our God in Heaven, which He is-

sued through the Apostle Paul 

when He entreated us by saying, 

“I beseech you therefore, breth-

ren, by the mercies of God, that 

ye present your bodies a living 

sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 

God, which is your reasonable 

service. And be not conformed to 

this world; but be ye transformed 

by the renewing of your mind, 

that ye may prove what that 

good, and acceptable, and perfect 

will of God is.” (Romans 12:1,2) 

THIS WE DEDICATE OUR-

SELVES TO! 

 Brothers and Sisters, we 

can be transformed and at the 

same time, renew our minds by 

seeking the glory of God. We are 

counseled in D&C 90:6a that 

“The glory of God is intelligence, 

or, in other words, light and 

truth; and light and truth for-

saketh that evil one.” This is the 

intelligence we seek at Center 

Place Restoration School. That is 

the reason that our primary set 

of reference books is not the 

Encyclopedia Britannica, but 

 Sometimes it is good to 

remember and reflect on our 

roots and purpose. CPRS was 

dedicated on September 20, 

1992. The following dedication 

remarks were delivered by High 

Priest John A. Smith, the first 

CPRS Administrator. 

 “The Heavenly Father has 

called us to serve Him in this day, 

and in this time, to the fulfillment 

of His purposes in our lives. This 

call includes the saints from 

across the nation, as well as the 

saints here in the central area, in 

the land designed as His New Je-

rusalem. Even so, the focus of 

this call falls more specifically 

upon the parents who perceived 

the need for this school; upon the 

Board that was elected to labor 

to fulfill its vision; upon the facul-

ty and staff who were called into 

its educational stewardship of 

service; and especially, to the 
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“”...be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only...”  

James 1:22 Page 2 

rather, is the Encyclopedia Scrip-

tures, the rod of iron. If we are to 

find God’s universal and eternal 

truths, we will find them in the 

council of His Holy Word, not in 

the philosophies of man or his 

poor reach of mind. Let us always 

remember His eternal caution to 

mankind, when He said, ”O the 

vainness, and the frailties, and the 

foolishness of men! When they 

are learned, they think they are 

wise, and they hearken not unto 

the counsel of God, for they set it 

aside, supposing they know of 

themselves; wherefore, their wis-

dom is foolishness, and it 

profiteth them not. And they shall 

perish. But to be learned is good, 

if they hearken unto the counsels 

of God.” (II Nephi 6:61) THIS WE 

DEDICATE OURSELVES TO! 

 Students of CPRS — give 

ear to God’s words; for I swear 

unto you, that inasmuch as you 

shall keep the commandments of 

God, you shall prosper. (Alma 

17:1) Further, know that as you 

put your trust in God, you will be 

supported in your trials, and your 

troubles, and your afflictions, and 

you will be lifted up in the last 

day. (Alma 17:3) May we dedicate 

ourselves to this end! 

 We dedicate this place to 

the eternal purposes of our Heav-

enly Father so that we will stand 

in His Holy place. We do this be-
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cause of the evils that abound and 

that have greatly increased in this 

land, and the calamities long proph-

esied, by God’s servants, to come 

upon the world and the United 

States of America as well. It is need-

ful that our church homes, and our 

school homes, be dedicated as holy 

places of refuge and safety, so that 

the destroyer shall pass them by. 

We want our school to be a place 

where the spirit can dwell. A place 

where we can seek a full consecra-

tion toward righteous living and 

toward the building of Zion and the 

fulfillment of God’s purposes in a 

pure and holy people.  

 This day we dedicate this 

school, this church, our lives, to the 

purposes of God. We call upon the 

Heavenly Father to place His guard-

ian angels in and around this school 

and church to guide and protect all 

those who enter therein. We call 

upon thee, O God, to provide that 

personal guardian angel for each 

student, parent, and staff member 

who chooses  to enter these hal-

lowed halls. This day, we dedicate 

this place to become one of thy 

towers of Zion in your New Jerusa-

lem. May we all unite, in this cause, 

as His covenant people through sac-

rifice. THIS WE DEDICATE OUR-

SELVES TO! 

 “Therefore, I would that ye 

should be steadfast and immovable, 

always abounding in good works, 

that Christ, the Lord God Omnipo-

tent, may seal you His, that you may 

be brought to Heaven, that ye may 

have everlasting salvation and eter-

nal life, through the wisdom, and 

power, and justice, and mercy of 

Him, who created all things, in 

heaven and earth, who is God above 

all. Amen.” (Mosiah 3:21) THIS WE 

DEDICATE OURSELVES TO! 

Elementary Concert — Thursday, December 8, 2016 

Secondary Concert — Thursday, December 15, 2016 

 

All are invited to join us for 

these special evenings of music presented by our CPRS students, 

as we celebrate the birth of our Savior! 

 



 Center Place Restoration School 

is currently accepting faculty applications 

for a  high school choir teacher beginning 

with the 2016-2017 school year. 

 This position involves working 

with students in 9th through 12th 

grades. Responsibilities include selecting 

music for the choir, working on vocal 

training and performance preparation 

during daily class times, and rehearsing 

for concerts within the school setting 

and occasional community/branch out-

reach. 

 Candidates should have experi-

ence in choral music and be comfortable 

working with students. A music degree 

or extensive music background is pre-

ferred. 

 Applications may be picked up 

from CPRS.  Our office hours are Monday 

through Thursday from 8:00 AM-4:00 

PM, and Fridays from 8:00 AM-3:30 PM.   
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 In January 2011, God 

put many life-changing deci-

sions to make before me, and 

it was God who brought my 

family to Independence. I had 

close to 25 children in my 

home at that time. Eight of 

the children were mine—the 

rest were children that I 

worked with. I was making 

barely enough income to pay 

the bills, much less feed eve-

rybody. You would think my 

little three-bedroom home 

would have been crowded, 

but it wasn’t. Over the years, 

many children and families 

have come through my home. 

Many of those children have 

grown, changed, found peace, 

found God, and have come to 

realize they do need their 

families. 

 During Thanksgiving 

week of 2011, I had a heart 

attack. Many families that I 

have worked with came into 

my home and blessed my 

children with whatever was 

needed. Life went on, and as I 

grew stronger, I went back to 

what I do best: helping chil-

dren with their families. 

 It was time for school 

to start in the fall of 2012, 

and I had always home-

schooled my children. I had 

worked with a few families 

from CPRS and I even knew a 

few of the faculty members 

from working with some of the 

school’s families. I felt led by 

God to enroll one of my kids in 

the school. I made an appoint-

ment with Mr. Neill and en-

rolled my youngest son in kin-

dergarten. 

 By Thanksgiving week 

of that year, I had another 

heart attack. This time it was a 

five-way bypass. Families from 

CPRS came and picked up my 

little ones and took them to 

their homes and took care of 

them until I could—they even 

took care of my children en-

rolled at school. With the help 

and encouragement of Mr. Neill 

and Mr. Larson, I have contin-

ued to enroll many children 

from my home in CPRS. 

 Because of our involve-

ment in CPRS, many of the chil-

dren and families I have 

worked with have come to 

know God. Most did not even 

know about God or had never 

been in a church. Through my 

home, CPRS has helped spread 

the word of Christ to many chil-

dren and their families. 

 CPRS is more than a 

good school. It is a school that 

MORE THAN A GOOD SCHOOL  I have attended CPRS for almost 

my entire life. As I’ve grown up in that 

building, I’ve learned to appreciate eve-

ryone in it more and more. The kind of 

love that is in the school is unlike any-

thing I’ve ever seen. From the elemen-

tary kids having fun at recess, to the 

middle schoolers laughing and joking 

around between classes, to the high 

schoolers talking and making way too 

much noise during snack shack time, it 

is plain to see that God is moving 

among the people here. It would be im-

possible to attend CPRS and not see 

God’s hand at work in every student 

and staff member’s life. I would not 

trade the life lessons I’ve received here 

for anything in the world. CPRS is easily 

the largest reason for the relationship I 

have with my Creator. 

 It was suggested that I write 

some advice I would give to the young-

er students. Let me begin by saying this: 

above anything else, academic or spir-

itual, the thing that I have learned 

through CPRS is that love is the most 

important thing in this life. I have come 

to learn through all the time shared 

with my class, through all the testimo-

nies shared by my teachers, through all 

the good times, and through all the tri-

als, that my life has no meaning without 

God’s love in me. All of the people I can 

make smile, all of the friends I have, all 

of the titles or awards I receive, all of 

the things I learn — none of it matters 

at all if I do not love. That is the most 

important thing I could share with all of 

Who I Am cont’d on page 4 
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cares about educating children and 

their learning about Christ. Mothers 

get together to pray over the school 

and their families. Pastors walk the 

halls praying over the school and the 

students. 

 This year, I am volunteering 

at CPRS. I still work with children 

and their families. I may not be Mor-

mon or RLDS or Catholic or Baptist or 

any other religion, but I do have one 

thing in common with these reli-

gions: the faith of believing in the 

Lord Jesus Christ. I am proud to be 

part of CPRS, where God has led me. 

Just being part of the planting the 

seed of Christ or watering and feed-

ing someone’s soul is so important. I 

truly feel led by God to be a part of 

CPRS, and I truly feel God’s Spirit 

within these walls. 

Stephanie Kennemore 

Parent 

  

 

cause all of the lessons, testimonies, 

and experiences I have received here 

will never leave me. I know that I 

will always have a home in CPRS. 

This school has definitely prepared 

me for my life after high school, I 

have no doubt about that. That is 

why I love this school so much. That 

is why I know that no matter what 

obstacles I face in life, I can always 

overcome them. I know my God 

holds tomorrow, and because of that, 

I never have to be afraid. 

 

Landon Hampton, 

Senior 2016 

 

the students. The sooner you find 

out just how important love is, the 

happier your lives will be. I wish I 

could have figured that out sooner, 

but I eventually did and I pray that 

you all do as well. God loves you all 

more than you can ever imagine, 

and I hope and pray you find that 

love for yourselves. 

 Honestly, the idea of having 

to forever leave this school as a stu-

dent frightens me more than al-

most anything. How do you leave 

the place you see as a second home, 

a sanctuary from the trials of life, 

and go out into world? How do you 

say goodbye to the people you view 

as family? Those kinds of thoughts 

are what scare me. But I have real-

ized recently that although I will be 

leaving this school, this school will 

always be a part of who I am. I will 

never be alone after I graduate, be-


