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In Memoriam

“I don’t want you to be like
me. I want you to be better than
me.” This quote from our beloved
high school religion teacher, Linda Wilson, was one of the first
that was shared on social media
after her passing in late February.
Mrs. Wilson first began
her association with CPRS as a
regular guest speaker at chapels
and was hired as our religion
teacher in 2003.
Spending countless hours
deep in research, Mrs. Wilson
loved sharing the gospel and
helping her students gain a deeper understanding of the love of
Christ. She was an outstanding
example of facing life’s difficulties with a heart and mind so focused on God that there could be
no room for doubt or fear.
The Wilson family selected five individuals to speak at her
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memorial service and of those
five, four were former students.
This is certainly a reflection of
the depth of the relationships she
shared with the young people
whose spiritual walk she influenced so dramatically.
But this influence was not
confined solely to her students.
With her amazing knowledge of
the scriptures and historical culture, Mrs. Wilson was a favorite
resource for any project on which
her peers worked. She happily
shared the wealth of information
she had gained over her lifetime,
and rarely did a day pass when
she wasn’t visiting with students
and co-workers, before or after
school or during lunch, discussing the scriptures, God’s love, and
strengthening our faith.
As she faced serious
health concerns over the summer, Mrs. Wilson again turned
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her cares over to God and trusted in His plan. Her greatest concern was not in being healed for
her own purposes, but rather
she hoped to regain her health
and strength so she could get
back to the business that was
her true passion — teaching our
youth.
Though we feel her loss
keenly, we take consolation in
the knowledge that she is home
with the Savior she loved so
well, sitting now at His feet to
ask questions and learn directly
from the Master Teacher.

Several of our students
went to social media to express
their thoughts following Mrs.
Wilson’s passing. A few of their
posts are shared below.
"Celestial glory is the only
acceptable glory, and I'm bound
and determined to drag you with
me."
"I will haunt you, and drag
you with me to Celestial glory. Because I love you."
These are just a couple of
my favorite quotes from Linda
Wilson that I've written down
over the years.
Mrs. Wilson was my religion teacher, my girly chapel
teacher, and my friend all
through high school. She taught
me something that not many
people can naturally teach me
just by their outward character,
pure strength. She taught me to
be strong in my walk with the
Lord, because I saw her do it. She
taught me to be strong in the
midst of relationships, because
she shared her own experiences.
She taught me to be strong
through the trials of life, because
she lived as an example of that
every day. She taught me that no
matter how hard life smacks you,
if you have God in your heart and
the determination to overcome
it, you will. She taught me how to
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be a strong, faithful, capable, and
tactfully sassy woman.
I will miss her every day, and
I will remember what she taught me
for the rest of my life. My heart is
broken that she's no longer here, but
I know she's been working her entire life to be with Jesus. Now she's
finally with him right now.
"Thank Him that He's in control of your life, even when your heart
is breaking. Because students, you
will get your heart broken."
I am so thankful that I was
able to know this amazing woman. I
knew I could ask her anything and
she would give me an answer, and
always point me back to Christ in
one way or another. I will forever
be impacted by her strength,
knowledge, and ability to be gracefully sassy. She truly was an example of a Godly woman. You will be
missed, Mrs. Wilson.

This world has lost such a
strong and brave woman. Mrs. Wilson, you have always been so valiant in your testimony of God and
His works. You have taught me so
much about God and His writings.
Your sassiness is legendary and
your heart is made of gold.
Thank you so much for
bringing so much spiritual understanding. Thank you for being such
a strong example of how we
should live our lives. Thank you
for all of the hilarious memories
from class.
And God, thank you
so much for bringing such a remarkable woman to this earth. She
has touched the lives of so many
people.
It was a blessing that Mrs.
Wilson could come back for a
while to teach. I was praying that
she would come back because I
had so many questions to ask. She
was always willing to talk and
help. Mrs. Wilson had the strength
and relationship with God that
everyone strives for. She would
always give the credit to God for
the knowledge she had.
Rest In Peace. It was great
knowing you. Thank you for the
endless hours learning God's word
and teaching us. I will miss you
greatly. CPRS will not be the same
without you.

“...I am the law, and the light; look unto me, and endure to the end...”
III Nephi 7:10

Center Place Restoration School
A CLIMB FROM BROKENNESS

is currently accepting faculty applications

When you are at the bottom
of a dark endless pit and the weight
is so heavy you can barely breathe,
looking upward at the hill in front of
you it seems impossible to climb
and conquer. As you begin the
climb, each step gets increasingly
difficult. You become short of
breath and are almost gasping for
air. You can feel pain starting to set
in throughout your body, and while
you know you are making progress,
it still seems like so far to go.
Halfway up you pause just to
catch your breath, knowing there is
still a great amount left to climb in
front of you. There is no turning
back now, but going forward will be
some of the most difficult parts of
the climb. Each step is hard — emotional, painful, and exhausting —
but you refuse to fall back down the
hill. As you push on, you are able to
lift your eyes a little and see an
opening at the top. There is hope
you can make it — looking back is
no longer even a thought. Your feet
are heavy, your body worn, but
there is strength in finishing the
climb.
Reaching the top of the hill is
still not easy. Suddenly it becomes
dark, cloudy, and obstacles appear
in your path, trying to get you to run
back down the hill, but you hang on.
Each step and breath becomes a little easier as you get closer to the
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lift your feet to step forward, it’s as
though you are guided in the right
direction, if you can be still and listen. Eventually, you come to an
opening where you can look back on
your journey and appreciate the difficult climb for what you learned along
the way, and for trusting in something greater to lead you. While
climbing the hill from brokenness
was extremely painful at times, you
are stronger, wiser, and have peace
in knowing that you no longer have
to climb these hills alone, and that
makes all the trials worth every painful step.
Amanda Hale
CPRS Parent

MATCHING
FUNDS
CPRS is always appreciative of the donations we receive
throughout the year. We rely on
the generosity of our branches,
families, and individuals, to continue to operate this important
ministry.
Once again, our CPRS
supporters have the opportunity to see their donation dollars
doubled in amount.
Beginning April 1 and
running through May 31, all donations received will be
matched, dollar for dollar, up to
$20,000! Every donation, no
matter how small, will help us
achieve this goal.
Our school uses these
donations to help us meet our
annual budget, which covers a
variety of areas, including:
 Operating costs, utilities,
equipment
maintenance,
general building maintenance and upkeep, insurance, etc.
 Payroll for faculty and support staff
 Classroom supplies such as
textbooks,
supplements,
equipment, etc.
 Academic funding programs,
including Tuition Assistance
Funds cont’d on page 4

Page 3

Center Place Restoration School
819 W. Waldo Ave.
Independence, MO 64050

Visit us at
www.cprsgoldeneagles.com

Funds cont’d from page 3

The Seasons of Life

and Adopt-A-Student
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family grow. Amanda and Jason Hale

were baptized at South Crysler Restoration Branch and now have four
children enrolled at CPRS. Amanda
has also been involved at school as a
substitute teacher. (see her article “A
Climb From Brokenness” on page
three)
We are reminded of these
waves, these ups and downs, as we
see our students learn from their successes and their failures. The difference is that we have and enjoy the
support of our school family — our
Restoration family — in all these
things.
We draw closer to the Lord
when we share our sorrow and joy
and learn to rely on Him. We are
drawn closer to Him and we recognize the support He gives in enduring
the times that we pass through. This
is our real education from the Lord.
Dan Schoenemann
School Administrator
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