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ing one after another! The Lord’s hand 

was really moving. As a result of the ex-

citement I felt, and urging of the Holy 

Spirit, I accepted an opening in the office 

as a contractual volunteer. What a privi-

lege it was to be at the school for three 

full days per week! 

 The Lord, however, had more in 

mind for me. An opening came up for a 

full-time office position, so I applied. As I 

waited, I prayed the Lord would let me 

know if this was what He wanted me to 

do. I had been working at my previous 

employment for thirteen years. It was 

very difficult for me to think of making a 

change. Through the laying on of hands, 

the Lord confirmed to me that taking 

the office position at CPRS was exactly 

what He wanted me to do. He let me 

know He would be with me if I would 

simply trust in Him. 

 All my excitement and feelings 

for the school, the children, the teach-

ers, and the parents came together in a 

song the Lord gave me entitled, “March 

Onward Zion’s Youth.” It was a song that 

just seemed to bubble out from an over-

flow of the Holy Spirit, as the words, 

music, and accompaniment (written by 

my sister, Sue Taylor) were all written 

within a few days of the dedication ser-

vice for Center Place Restoration School. 

The words were penned in just a few 

minutes, and the accompaniment in a 

few hours. After sharing it with Dr. John 

A. Smith, the school administrator, I was 

asked to sing it for that service. We were 

richly blessed with a powerful Holy Spirit 

as we shared it. When I got to the cho-

rus and the words “Rise up and take a 

stand today for righteousness and 

truth,” it was as if the Holy Spirit pulled 

everyone to their feet, and with one 

accord, the entire congregation stood. It 

was probably one of the most profound 

moments of my life. 

March Onward Zion’s Youth 

Today we come before the throne, in 

humble reverence bowed 

To dedicate this holy place, that it will 

be endowed, 

Not only as a testimony of Thy won-

drous power,  

But for the sake of Zion’s youth, in this, 

the final hour. 

 From the first moment I set foot 

in the building, I had a growing desire to 

be a part of this exciting endeavor. The 

Lord’s Spirit worked with me, encourag-

ing me to get more and more involved. 

With every step, I was never let down. 

 The first step was taken when 

the Board of Trustees came to Brother 

John, my family’s gospel singing group,  

requesting us to put on a benefit con-

cert with proceeds going to the Tuition 

Assistance Fund. Through all the prepa-

rations and each performance, the Lord 

was there, leading and directing. Over 

eight thousand dollars was raised to 

help students come to CPRS who other-

wise would not have been able.  

 The next step was when we 

came to the school to enroll two of our 

children. While I was waiting to visit 

with Dr. John A. Smith, I asked if I could 

help in the office. I was quite familiar 

with office work, so I was quickly put to 

work. Well, that was it…I was hooked! I 

wanted to be there all the time because 

I was afraid I would miss something… 

testimonies of the school were happen-

cont’d on page 2 



 Center Place Restoration School 

is currently accepting faculty applications 

for a  high school choir teacher beginning 

with the 2016-2017 school year. 

 This position involves working 

with students in 9th through 12th 

grades. Responsibilities include selecting 

music for the choir, working on vocal 

training and performance preparation 

during daily class times, and rehearsing 

for concerts within the school setting 

and occasional community/branch out-

reach. 

 Candidates should have experi-

ence in choral music and be comfortable 

working with students. A music degree 

or extensive music background is pre-

ferred. 

 Applications may be picked up 

from CPRS.  Our office hours are Monday 

through Thursday from 8:00 AM-4:00 

PM, and Fridays from 8:00 AM-3:30 PM.   
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SPIRITUAL REVIVAL DAY 

 Spiritual Revival Day is day that 
is set apart to engage our students in 
growing towards the Lord. The day is 
planned by Zion's Ambassadors for 
Christ (ZAC) and usually has classes and 
activities planned around the theme.  
This year's theme was Zion. 
 The day started off according to 
the usual pattern. There was an all 
school chapel followed by a series of 
classes for the middle school and high 
school. While the students were in their 
classes, the chapel was transformed.  
The students were surprised after lunch 
to see the city of Zion, complete with 

golden walls. They received a black 
heart and were told that, to be Zionic, 
they must have a pure heart. They went 
to four short classes where they had to 
learn about areas that must be im-
proved to make their heart pure. At 
each class, they received a piece to 
place over a part of their black heart.  
On each piece they had to write a con-
crete way that they could implement a 
change to help them become pure in 
heart. Finally, they went to the final ta-
ble where they heard a testimony about 
how God changes hearts from the black-
est to the purest, and they received a 

white heart to cover the black back of 
their paper heart. After this was done, 
they entered a line to go through the 
gates of Zion.  The gates were 8 feet 
high and golden.  Once inside, they were 
greeted by Christ. The elementary 
school joined them at this point and 
they received another lesson about Zion 
from Elder Benjamin Pedersen. They got 
to help add golden blocks to the walls of 
Zion. Then, the elementary were sent 
out to call others to Zion. Volunteers 
came from several branches and the 
children would go and ask them to come 

“.....to be learned is good, if they hearken unto the counsels of God.” II Nephi 6:61  
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March onward Zion’s youth. 

Rise up and take a stand today, for 

righteousness and truth. 

Lift high the flag of freedom, now. 

March onward, march onward, Zion’s 

youth. 

Today we come before the throne, in 

humble reverence bowed, 

To dedicate this holy place. 

 

Written for the dedication of Center 

Place Restoration School 

by Hope Jordan Richards, September 25, 

1992 

Hope Richards 

Former CPRS Employee 

CHORUS 

For the summons has been sounded, 

can you hear the battle cry? 

God is raising up His army, and the vic-

tory draweth nigh. 

Rise up and take a stand today, for 

righteousness and truth. 

Lift high the flag of freedom, now. 

March onward Zion’s youth. 

The Spirit dwells within each room, and 

through each sacred hall, 

For more than simply mortar, stone, and 

wood, each hallowed wall 

Has been erected, built, and placed for 

this appointed time 

When Zion’s youth would heed the call, 

and enter courts sublime. 

CHORUS 

For the summons has been sounded, 

can you hear the battle cry? 

God is raising up His army, and the vic-

tory draweth nigh. 

Rise up and take a stand today, for 

righteousness and truth. 

Lift high the flag of freedom, now. 

March onward Zion’s youth. 

March Onward cont’d from page 1 

(Spoken) For the tender lives that come 

here now, we pray the shield of faith. 

Daily may they walk with God, and see 

Him face to face. 

And for the teachers that will teach 

them now, grant wisdom, truth, and 

light. 

May they speak with tongues of angels, 

as they teach with power and might. 

CHORUS 

For the summons has been sounded, 

can you hear the battle cry? 

God is raising up His army, and the vic-

tory draweth nigh. 

Rise up and take a stand today, for 

righteousness and truth. 

Lift high the flag of freedom, now. 
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NO MATTER WHAT 

 When I was asked to write a 
testimony about going to school at 
CPRS, I honestly panicked. I could not 
think of a specific, life-changing, inspir-
ing testimony that had to do with CPRS. 
If I’m being honest, I first thought of all 
of the negative things that happened to 
me while I attended there. Bad grades in 
math, friends and teachers passing 
away, and my parents getting divorced, 
along with other situations that came to 
mind.  
 It was while thinking of all of 
these trials that I recognized what an 
awesome, unique environment CPRS is. 
Teachers are teachers, but they are also 
your friends. They would pray for us, cry 
with us, mentor us, and represent Jesus 
on a daily basis. Chapel is more than just 
a 20 minute break from classes every 
day. It is a reminder, every day, of how 
great our God is. It was an opportunity 
to be vulnerable with one another, and 
to hear other people’s testimonies 
about their walks in life. More often 

than not, it was a reminder that “God’s 
got this, and it’s gonna be okay.” I wish 
now more than ever that I had purpose-
ful time with God built into my schedule 
every day.  
 At CPRS I learned about algebra,  
how the mitochondria is the power-
house of the cell, and how to give 
speeches in front of others; but most 
importantly I learned that loving others 
is truly loving God. I learned that people 
can change for the worse, but that 
doesn’t mean I have to also. I learned to 
be the change I wanted to see, and to 
always, always stand up for what I knew 
was right. I learned that everyone 
grieves differently. I learned that positiv-
ity and joy in Jesus will get you through 
some of the toughest situations. I 
learned that love, true “What would 
Jesus do?” love, can solve any  problem. 
I learned how to focus on others more 
than myself, and I learned that it’s okay 
to ask for help and let others focus on 
me. I learned that nobody is perfect, but 

everyone has the ability to forgive.  
 CPRS is just a school. It’s just a 
building, and a small one at that. But 
through God, the people there have suc-
cessfully cultivated an environment 
where you feel welcome, loved, accept-
ed, and so much more. 
 To those of you who are still 
attending CPRS: I encourage all of you to 
soak up every possible ounce of love 
that the people around you have to 
offer. There will be bad days, and then 
there will be worse days, but even in 
those days there will be someone willing 
to listen or pray or cry or laugh. Smile 
often, sing and dance in the hallways, 
and be joyful for Jesus. Love others like 
Jesus loves. All the time. No matter 
what.  
 To those of you not in CPRS: I 
encourage all of you to cultivate envi-
ronments like this school everywhere 
you go. Go out of your way to make oth-
ers feel loved and welcome. Smile often, 

in. Some were hurt, some were blind, 
and some were afraid, but the children 
persuaded them to come anyway.    
 Elder Benjamin Pedersen and 
volunteers from Outreach Restoration 
Branch worked hard to create a wonder-
ful day for the students. They built a 
physical city of Zion that took half the 
sanctuary and sparked many thoughts 
about what the real Zion would look 
like. They were given bracelets that say 
“Next Year Zion”, which are a great re-
minder of the lessons learned. 
 There were many testimonies 
about the day and many hearts touched.  
Consistently, the sharing surrounding 
the elementary students collecting 
those outside of Zion to “come and 
learn of her ways” was the most touch-
ing. I watched as a volunteer explained 
that he could not come to Zion because 

he had no friends and didn't want to be 
lonely anymore. A third grade girl went 
up immediately and grabbed him by the 
hand and said that she would be his 
friend and that there would be lots of 
friends for him in Zion. 
 It seems as all the volunteers 
have stories about how the elementary 

students had just the right words and 
shared a truth of Zion with them. One 
last testimony—we were forecast to 
have 5-8 inches of snow that Sunday, 
February 10. Everyone in Independence 
knows that this is one winter that every 
forecast of snow has brought the maxi-
mum amount. We knew it would be im-
possible to reassemble all the volunteers 
who were coming to help. Many had 
taken vacation days to be here. ZAC 
prayed and prayed that the weather 
would be clear and school not cancelled.  
In normal years, the clear Monday 
wouldn't seem like a special favor from 
God, but this winter, well, we KNOW it 
was a special favor from God to miss the 
snow. 

Alicia Negaard 

CPRS Faculty 

Spiritual Rev. cont’d from page 2 

cont’d on page  4 



Center Place Restoration School 
819 W. Waldo Ave. 
Independence, MO 64050 
816-252-1715 * FAX 816-252-2900 

Visit us at 
www.cprsgoldeneagles.com 

816.252.1715 

ROBOT TEAM COMPETITION 

 

Join us for our upcoming Fine Arts depart-

ment performances in the CPRS auditorium. 

Thank you for your support of CPRS! 

SPRING PLAY 

Friday, March 29 & Saturday, March 30        

at 7:00 PM—Spring Play  

SPRING CONCERTS 

Thursday, May 9 at 7:00 PM                           

—Secondary Concert 

Thursday, May 16 at 7:00 PM                         

—Elementary Concert 
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CPRS is always appreciative of the dona-

tions we receive throughout the year. We 

rely on the generosity of our branches, 

families, and individuals to continue to 

operate this important ministry. 

 The school was dedicated to the 

purposes of God. It is to be a ministry and 

stewardship of the Restoration branches 

and Saints across the country. It is the 

opportunity for the branches to share in 

support of a common Zionic goal. 

 Your donation helps us continue 

to offer a quality education to our stu-

dents. Acting now will increase your do-

nation and help us even more! Thank you 

for your support of Center Place Restora-

tion School. 

 Our school uses these donations 

to help us meet our annual budget, which 

covers a variety of areas, including: 

COMING SOON! 

CPRS CONTRIBUTORS 

sing and dance in the hallways (at work, 
grocery stores, you name it!) and be 
joyful for Jesus. Love others like Jesus 
loves. All the time. No matter what.  
 

Zoey Gard 
CPRS Alumna 

Operating costs, utilities, equipment 

maintenance, general building mainte-

nance and upkeep, insurance, etc.; 

Payroll for faculty and support staff; 

Classroom supplies, such as textbooks, 

supplements,  equipment, etc.; 

Academic funding programs, including 

Tuition Assistance and Adopt-A-Student; 

Department needs in our school library, 

cafeteria, clinic, office, computer lab, 

and learning skills room; 

Special projects, including parking lot 

repairs, building updates, etc.; 

Maintenance and upkeep of school vehi-

cles; 

Extracurricular activities, including ath-

letics, fine arts, robot team, Student 

Council, and Zion’s Ambassadors for 

Christ service club. 

No Matter cont’d from page 3 


