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Now is the time to make
a donation to CPRS. Until April
1st, Center Place Educational
Foundation is matching new
donations to CPRS dollar-fordollar up to $20,000.
Last year, 37.8% of
CPRS’s total income came from
contributions from branches
and individuals like you. Large
or small, every donation makes
a double impact. If we reach
our goal, we will have raised
$40,000 by April 1st.
To make a donation, you
may either:
Mail or bring a check to:
CPRS, 819 W. Waldo Ave.
Independence, MO 64050
OR
Make an online donation at
www.cprsgoldeneagles.com
(click on “Donate to CPRS”
button at the top of this
newsletter)
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REDEEMED AND
DELIVERED
I never liked missing
school, ever! In fact, when it
was suggested that I might
want to stay home because it
appeared that I had a temperature, looked pale, or exhibited some other vague symptom of illness, I went to heroic
efforts to make sure that I had
disguised or altered the offending symptom. I did not
want to miss school. I loved
learning. I loved school. Still
do.
Before working at Center Place Restoration School, I
was employed as an engineer
working on components for
nuclear weapons. For over a
decade I embraced a principle
of nuclear war described by
the acronym MAD, or mutually assured destruction. This
principle held that no one
would “push the button” if
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they knew it meant their own
destruction. I found this concept somewhat depressing.
I have been teaching
here for over 20 years and
now embrace a new principle
that holds a far brighter prospect for the future. I have
designated this principle
RAD. It is not depressing at all
and holds out a far greater
hope for the future than mere
survival. Redeemed And Delivered. It sounds much more
optimistic in my opinion.
Redeemed cont’d on page 4

Recently, the students in
high school Student Council were
afforded a unique opportunity. On
January 12th, Mrs. Wilson apprised
me of a situation involving a young
man who had lost everything.
Zach Wilson, a graduate of CPRS
and Mrs. Wilson’s son, is a teacher
and soccer coach at Schlagle High
School in Kansas City, Kansas.
Zach’s former student had lost
both parents in the last year and
his home had been destroyed by
fire. The student, we’ll call him
D.H., was without any help or
hope. D.H. had nothing but the
clothes on his back.
Zach immediately purchased undergarments and a set of
clothes for D.H. to wear to his college class the next day and called
his mom to see if CPRS would help.

I called an emergency Student Council meeting and presented
the situation to them. StuCo unanimously agreed that they wanted to
get D.H. on his feet. They made a list
of all the things a young man would
need—one item for each enrolled
high school student. In the meantime, Mrs. Wilson’s students wrote
letters of encouragement to help lift
D.H.’s spirits.
Liz Smith, StuCo president,
sent a letter to all high school families asking for them to sign up for
just one item on the list. She also
sent a letter to all CPRS faculty requesting financial donations to buy
items that would be too costly for
students to manage.
All donations were collected
by January 21st. When the items
were gathered together, we had eve-

rything from a wire whisk to a full
set of pans. We also had collected
a week’s worth of clothing suitable
for a 19-year-old college student,
school supplies, toiletries, bedding
and cleaning supplies.
Many blessings have come
from this opportunity. A family
had been given the wrong size of
jeans as a Christmas gift and they
are just D.H.’s size. Students realized that when we work together,
great things can happen. D.H. was
amazed that young people would
do something for him or even care.
A young priesthood member had
his faith restored by the generosity
of the youth.
In an interesting coincidence, D.H. has actually been to
CPRS once before on his only visit
to Independence. He played in a
three-on-three basketball tournament last fall. He was amazed that
this would be the place that helped
him. The story doesn’t end there.
D.H. will be attending the StuCo
Winter Fiesta this Friday evening
to meet the students. We have a
little surprise for him. A generous
family has donated a laptop computer to help him along in his studies.
Shelly Schmidt
Secondary Faculty/StuCo Sponsor

. . . as ye have done it unto one of the least of these. . . . Matthew 25: 41
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10 REASONS TO ATTEND CPRS

are responsible to train them according to His word, not only in

“The glory of God is intelligence.”

CPRS offers a balanced pro-

school, but within the church and

D&C 90:6

gram of academics, sports, and

for life as well.

extracurricular activities.
Center Place Restoration
School is the only school of its
kind on earth.
The CPRS Board of Trustees have composed the following list of ten reasons to attend
our school.

Visitors are welcome and

CPRS offers long-lasting friend-

may contact the school office to

ships

bind”

schedule a time to tour our facility,

through church, camps, and

visit with the administrator, and

reunions.

ask questions about our program.

CPRS offers smaller student/

Classroom visits for potential new

teacher ratios.

students may be arranged in ad-

CPRS is competitive with pub-

vance.

in

“ties

that

lic schools in curriculum and

Scriptural references that

CPRS offers a spiritual founda-

test scores.

tion that is scripture based.

confirm the importance of a faith-

CPRS is accountable to our

CPRS offers your child the op-

based education include Isaiah

parents, families, and Restora-

portunity to witness for Christ.

chapter 2, Micah chapter 4, D&C

tion principles.

CPRS offers a caring environ-

85:21, and D&C 119:6d.

CPRS is a cost-effective private

ment through teachers, staff,

school.

and volunteers.
CPRS

offers

kindergarten

We believe that our chil-

through senior class interac-

dren are gifts from the Lord. We

tions.
We as parents make all
the choices for our children
when they are young—like
what they eat, what they wear,
what school they attend, and
who
they
associate
with. Gradually, our children
start making choices for themselves, though it remains our
responsibility to help them
make wise choices. Unfortunately, some of the choices
they make are not so great,
and their consequences not so
pleasant. This can be hard for

a parent to watch, but if we
don’t allow them to make their
own choices, how will they
learn?
One principle I have
learned and try to teach my
daughter Emily is that life is a
series of choices. When we have
to “re-choose,” the choices
available are almost never the
same ones we had before because we are in a different place
in time and circumstances, and
so goes this cycle throughout
our lives. Where we are, or

We invite you to join us for
the CPRS experience!
Center Place Restoration School
Board of Trustees
where we have been, does not dictate where we can go.
So how does this matter of
“choice” apply to our experience
with CPRS? I chose to put Emily in
CPRS, not only because she needed
to be academically challenged but
because she needed a safe place to
expand her social horizons. The
result of this choice was that this
shy student blossomed into the
flamboyant, Ursula-singing, Honor
Student she is today. It was the
choices she made that provided
the skills needed that granted her a
Choices cont’d on page 4
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Choices cont’d from page 3

full-tuition scholarship to Park University. It was her choices of friendships
with schoolmates and faculty that allowed her personality to mature. All
these things happened as a result of our
choosing and re-choosing.
It is said that what we get out of
something is what we put into it. As
parents, we often get something back
from whatever we have placed into our
children’s lives, and the choices they
make. Looking back, I have chosen to
be involved with a myriad of activities
at CPRS. It was priceless quality time
spent with my daughter and others that
meant the most to me, everything from
chaperoning and mentoring during high
school kickoff, to helping out with choir
concerts, plays, and fundraisers. We

parents have only one chance to be
part of our children’s lives. The
most important things aren’t the
activities themselves, but the
chance to spend time and share
wisdom with our children and their
peers; to hopefully help them think
about the choices they, too, will be
making in their lives.
Probably the best advice I
could give to parents is to empower your children with the understanding they will make choices
every day. And when they don’t
like the consequences, they can always re-choose. Even not making a
choice or allowing someone else to
make choices for us is also a
choice. There will always be consequences. So seek wisdom, and
choose wisely!

Redeemed cont’d from page 1

I have made many common-cause friends while here,
and they have been a blessing
for me. I have appreciated the
opportunity and relish the challenges of being a part of a Zionic
effort that guides, educates, and
shapes the future. Yes, I truly
love school!
Peter J. Simmons
High School Faculty
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Visit us at
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