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 Last year, 2013-2014 

school year, CPRS received 

$297,000 in contributions—

comprising 38% of the total in-

come for the fiscal year. While 

some of these donations are given 

specifically for special projects 

such as digital projectors, HVAC 

units, or new computers, much of 

the money is donated specifically 

for the Adopt-a-Student or Tuition 

Assistance programs. Without 

these programs, which are de-

signed to help families that strug-

gle to afford a private school edu-

cation, several of our families 

would be unable to continue their 

participation in the CPRS experi-

ence. 

 Less than half of donated 

funds to the school come from 

Restoration Branches, and the re-

maining contributions are from 

individuals—many of whom give 

large lump sums. Since these contri-

butions have ebbed and flowed 

over the course of the year, I have 

begun to consider how to stabilize 

our monthly contributions, to make 

them more predictable, and to 

make the school less dependent on 

only a few individual contributors. 

One particular scripture has 

come to mind repeatedly as I have 
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IN CHRIST’S SERVICE 
 CPRS promotes community 

involvement among our student 

body through cultivating civic rela-

tionships and participating in service 

opportunities.  Every Christmas sea-

son, our senior high students discuss 

options and determine as classes 

where they will volunteer their time. 

This year, the projects included bak-

ing and delivering cookies to emer-

gency responders, making “blessings 

bags”’ for the hungry and homeless, 

wrapping Christmas gifts at Drumm 

Farm Center for Children, and volun-

teering with Fox 4 News “Love Fund 

for Children.”  The Fox 4 event was 

covered on their local news station 

and can be viewed here.  

 The Christmas service pro-

jects provide an engaging opportuni-

ty for our youth to reach out to the 

community and encourage a lifelong 

desire to invest time and energy in 

the lives of others..   

http://fox4kc.com/2014/12/12/student-volunteers-assist-unloading-love-funds-sack-it-for-santa-gifts/


KINDERGARTEN WITNESS 

 I can remember entering 

CPRS with wide eyes, staring in awe 

as I went to school for the first time. 

I can still recall how I clung to the 

stair railing as we toured the build-

ing, climbing to high school. As a 

small child, I thought very serious-

ly, Well, you’ll just have to go to a 

different school in high school. It’s 

too high up on the third floor! This 

was a very silly thought, of course, 

and I soon found that I loved being 

at CPRS. Years later, I walked 

across the stage, receiving my di-

ploma from Mr. Neill, praying that I 

would one day be back. 

It has been my pleasure to join 

the CPRS middle school this year, 

after Mr. Larson’s move to adminis-

trator. He and the other wonderful 

staff at the school have been doing 

amazing things for our students. 

The public school culture does not 

always lend itself to a complete ed-

ucation, and I feel that we are doing 

what we can to prepare our stu-

dents for their academic, social, and 
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spiritual futures. We are blessed to 

be able to teach God and His scrip-

tures every day, in every subject. It is 

important to me that my students 

leave my classroom with a better un-

derstanding of English and language, 

but more so that they leave as good 

people.  

The world is a tricky and deceit-

ful place, and it can lead you astray in 

whispers, unless you know what you 

believe, and what to stand for and 

stand against. Ephesians 6 reminds 

us that we are constantly in battle in 

a spiritual war, and we are called to 

prepare our students for the times 

that they may feel as though they are 

fighting alone. I came back to CPRS 

because I have seen darkness in the 

world, and in the schools. I have 

taught in classrooms where the par-

ents are absent, the students are apa-

thetic, and the teachers exist only to 

survive from day to day. Most of 

these students are ill prepared for 

There shall  be a new star arise . . .  Helaman 5: 59 

the temptations that arise in their 

lives, and yet I, within the confines 

of the system, was unable to reach 

them in the way that I am granted at 

CPRS. Here, the parents care, and 

are invested in their children. The 

students have a fire within, unlike 

what I have seen elsewhere. And we, 

the teachers, are here because we 

believe in a cause much greater than 

ourselves. We struggle, as the world 

does, but we are blessed. We are 

trained to recognize the blessings, 

and we seek to praise God in the 

storm.     

CPRS is a special place. We con-

tinue to work on training our stu-

dents in the ways of the Lord, as we 

are directed in Proverbs 22. My 

prayer is that our students will learn 

to be firm in their faith, righteous in 

their pursuits, and always trust God 

to direct their paths. 

Jenna Davis 

5th Grade Teacher 

 Children really show us how 

easy it is to witness and share any-

where. At the checkout at Cargo Largo 

one day, my kindergartner just struck 

up a conversation with the cashier who 

had to be in her 40’s. 

 “Hi, I’m in kindergarten.” 

 “Oh, you are?” 

 “Yeah, I go to CPRS. My cousins 

go there too. Do you have kids?” 

 “Yes, I do.” 

 “Do they go to CPRS?” 

 The cashier looked at me 

puzzled, so I said, “It’s a private 

Christian school.” 

 My daughter immediately 

started her own way of explaining 

what CPRS is. 

 “It’s a school that has kids are 

all ages. Do you know Mr. Larson?” 

 The lady shook her head 

“No.” 
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 The music program  is an 

important part of the CPRS experi-

ence.  Students participate in music 

classes throughout elementary and 

middle3 school.  On the high school 

level, they may enroll in Concert 

Choir.  or audition for Chamber 

Choir.  

 Recently our high school 

choirs participated in two special 

events.  In early December they 

traveled to the Precious Moments 

Chapel in Carthage, Missouri.  The 

chapel staff invites school and com-

Before each school year 

Hugh and I make it a habit to pray 

for direction for the school year.  I 

began praying early, without tell-

ing anyone asking God what we 

should do for school this year, spe-

cifically, if we should send Rebekah 

and Emily back to CPRS.  I kept this 

a secret and did not tell any-

one.  After a few weeks, Hugh came 

to me and said he had been praying 

about it and felt like the Lord want-

ed us to send the girls back to 

CPRS.  Hugh just happened to have 

a meeting already scheduled that 

night to discuss other issues with 

our pastor.  He hadn’t told them 

about the direction he felt God was 

giving us.  The pastor asked Hugh if 

we would consider sending our 

girls back to CPRS.  All the details 

fell into place.  It has been a transi-

tion for the girls as they have a lot 

less free time and plenty of home-

work in the evening.  Now that it is 

turning cold again we are reminded 

daily of what a blessing it was (while 

homeschooling) not to have to go out 

in the cold morning air to drive to 

school.  The girls have enjoyed being 

with their friends so much that the 

transition has been worth it.    

Julie Caldwell 

Parent 

MANY THANKS... 
 

 to those who contributed in 

our recent request for funding for our 

new intercom system.  The old system 

suddenly stopped working at the be-

ginning on the school year, and an ur-

gent plea was sent out for assistance. 

 Within two weeks, we had the 

necessary contributions to purchase a 

new system.  Your generosity was 

greatly appreciated! 

munity groups to come share music  

with their visitors, and the CPRS Con-

cert Choir members were honored to 

take part. 

 One of the highlights of this 

experience was singing the classic 

Restoration hymn, The Old, Old Path.  

The students were excited to note 

that one of the paintings in the chapel 

mirrored many of the lyrics of this 

beloved song. 

 The following weekend, the 

choir delivered cookies and sang 

Christmas carols to many homes in 

the area.  This event not only raised 

funds  for choir activities later in the 

year, it was also a moving experience 

for those who received the blessings 

of these young people who are so 

willing to share their time and talents 

in the Lord’s work. 

 The elementary Christmas 

Concert was held in early December, 

but inclement weather resulted in a 

postponement of the secondary 

Christmas Concert until January 16.  If 

you are in the Independence area, you 

are invited to join us that evening at 

7:00 PM for an evening of delightful 

music. 

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE 

REACHING OUT 
 

 CPRS families again reached 

out to those in need during this holi-

day season.  Our annual food drive 

over the first two weeks of December  

ended with enough food for two fami-

lies.   

 For the first time, our 5th 

grade class sponsored a toy drive to 

help provide Christmas gifts for the 

Community Service League’s Christ-

mas store.  Over 80 toys were donat-

ed.   

 The work and efforts of our 

students and families is much appre-

ciated during this season and always! 



ute $20,000 every year, the school 

could receive $20 a month from 83 

individuals, the same amount—

$20,000—could be raised without 

placing the bulk of the burden upon 

any one individual. 

 For that reason, I invite you 

to participate in a new approach to 

satisfying the contribution needs of 

CPRS by becoming a monthly donor. 

Perhaps you are able to contribute 

$20 a month, or perhaps you prefer 

to offer only $5 or $10 on a regular 

basis. Thanks to our PayPal account, 

you can even automate your dona-

tions for your convenience. To make 

a quick and easy donation, please 

visit our website at http://

www.cprsgoldeneagles.com/#!

payments/cig5. 

 

John D. Larson 

School Administrator 
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contemplated ways to decrease 

the size of these contributions 

while increasing the number of 

contributors. In my search for 

guidance, Nephi’s comments 

about the Liahona have returned 

to my mind again and again in 

this brief passage: 

“Thus we see that by 

small means the Lord can bring 

about great things.” (1 Nephi 

5:36) 

We often feel that our contribu-

tions are insignificant when they 

appear so small, and yet every 

bank of snow consists only of 

flakes, a tapestry is made of indi-

vidual threads, and countless 

miniscule granules comprise 

vast deserts. If, instead of relying 

on a single individual to contrib-

 “Well, he’s the administrator and 

he’s really nice. He asked me one day what 

I was having for lunch and it’s just a fun 

school. My teacher is Mrs. Postlethwait 

and she is the best. We have the sandbox 

and PE and it’s just the best school ever. 

Your kids should go there.” 

 By this time, she had rung up my 

items and I had finished paying, so we told 

her goodbye. Who knows what else she 

would have said if she had more time. She 

loves CPRS so much that she wants the 

whole world to know and go there. 

Raeanne Mundy 

Parent 
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