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about the school beyond the few 

pieces of information available to 

me before I started working here. 

This newsletter, for example, fea-

tures articles by parents, teachers, 

students (in this case, an alum-

nus), and the administrator so 

that its readership hears from a 

wide variety of voices and per-

spectives. 

 This fall, the school board 

and I have started touring the In-

dependence area Restoration 

Branches to share a presentation 

about the program offered here at 

CPRS. The presentation includes 

information about the spiritual 

condition and development of the 

school, our academic program, 

extracurricular opportunities, and 

our financial landscape—

including income and expense 

reports. 

The slideshow portion of 

the presentation, which includes 

these aforementioned subjects, 

lasts about thirty minutes and is 

preceded by a short, eight-minute 

movie about the school. The 

presentation closes with a Q&A 

session that allows branch mem-

bers to ask the administrator or 

board members questions they 

might not otherwise have the 

chance to ask. 

We have already visited 

two branches to share about CPRS 

and anticipate visiting another 

fifteen to twenty over the course 

of the next six months. Our main 

purpose, as previously stated, is 

to disseminate more information 

about the school to a wider audi-

ence. The tour of the Restoration 

serves several secondary purpos-

es also: 1) to invite families to 

I decided I would never 

work at CPRS when I was earning 

my undergraduate degree in educa-

tion at the University of Northern 

Iowa (1995-1999). I made this deci-

sion having learned two pieces of 

information about the school—both 

of which were true—but having nev-

er actually visited the school. During 

one of my summer stays in Inde-

pendence before graduating from 

college, I learned two more pieces of 

information about the school—both 

of which were also true—and decid-

ed CPRS was the only place in Inde-

pendence I wanted to work. My 

point in relaying this short anecdote 

is not to tell you that good news is 

more powerful than bad news, or 

that half of what is said about the 

school is good while half is bad. My 

point is this: there is too little infor-

mation about the school in circula-

tion. 

 As administrator, I have 

pursued ways to inform the CPRS 

community and the general church 

On Tour cont’d on page 3 
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“...teach them to love one another and to serve one another.” 

Mosiah 2:27 Page 2 

 Open Your Heart to the 

Love of God is our theme for the 

2015-2016 school year. I am so 

excited about this theme, as it is a 

recurring lesson that the Lord has 

been teaching me personally. 

 In my childhood, my father 

had Warner Sallman’s picture, 

Christ at Heart’s Door, on our living 

room wall. It is my favorite portrait 

of Christ. When I left home for col-

lege, my father gave this picture to 

me.  After college, my husband, 

Kevin, and I were moving into our 

first apartment. As I got out of the 

car to go in the apartment, I 

grabbed the first thing I could 

reach. It was the picture of Christ. I 

found a spare nail on a wall and 

hung the picture. Thinking to my-

self, “This works,” my husband 

stated that he loved that this was 

the first item we had brought into 

our first home together. We started 

a tradition of “Christ at Heart’s 

Door” always being the first item 

we bring into any new home. 

 This past year we moved 

again, and the picture of Christ was 

over our gas fireplace. My brother-

in-law, Karl, was trying to light the 

fire for the first time when a ball of 

fire exploded out of the fireplace 

and encircled his head. His first 

thought was that he would have 

terrible injuries covering his head; 

however, as he looked up, he saw 

the picture resting on the mantle.  

Kevin saw the ball of fire and 

thought he had just lost his twin 

brother. However, as Karl glanced 

up and saw Christ at the door, the 

flame disappeared and he had no 

injuries.  

 Many years ago, Kevin and I 

were in a congregation that was 

preparing for a special commitment 

service. For several weeks, we 

prayed and fasted as individuals 

and as a congregation. The morning 

of the service, a fellow member set 

up a worship center using “Christ at 

Heart’s Door.”  Towards the end of 

the beautiful service, the Lord gave 

me a vision of the reverse side of 

my heart’s door. It showed several 

different types of locks, each one 

being unlatched or unlocked. It was 

made known to me that as I had 

prayed, fasted, and prepared for 

this service, I was unlocking my 

heart to the love of my Savior.   

 This summer, I received 

a letter from our administrator, 

John Larson, concerning the 

theme for the new school year. A 

fellow teacher was preparing her 

classroom and had pocket-sized 

copies of Christ at Heart’s Door 

that she was giving to each stu-

dent.  As she gave me a copy, I 

was immediately reminded of the 

testimonies that the Lord has 

given me regarding my heart, and 

how He continues to knock, wait-

ing for each lock to be unfas-

tened.  May we continue through 

this year and beyond to unfasten 

all of the locks that keep us from 

recognizing His love and the 

power it can bring to our lives. 

 

Julie Anderson 

CPRS Faculty Member 

Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser  - sponsored by the junior class 
Saturday, October 31 from 8:00-11:00 AM  
South Crysler Restoration Branch 
 
Peter Pan, Jr.—Fall Musical 
Thursday, November 5 @ 1:00 PM  
Friday & Saturday, November 6 & 7 @ 7:00 PM 
CPRS Auditorium 
 
Christmas Bazaar (booths and crafts) - sponsored by the senior class 
Saturday , November 21 
CPRS Gymnasium 
 
Christmas Concerts 
Thursday, December 10 @ 7:00 PM—Secondary Concert (7th-12th) 
Thursday, December 17 @ 7:00 PM—Elementary Concerts (K-5th) 
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Reflections From Alumnus

  

 As I reflect on my high school 

experience at Center Place Restora-

tion School, I am not sure where to 

begin.  I feel like God has always had 

a part in my life, whether I wanted 

him there or not.  Although I grew up 

in a home that taught me to love God 

and to serve him, CPRS proved to be 

essential in my spiritual growth.  

Looking back, I realized I learned far 

more than academics; CPRS rein-

forced the gospel principles my par-

ents tried to teach me.   

  It seems like there are two 

types of people in the Restoration: 

those who love CPRS for what it is, 

and those who do not like it for what 

it is.  I never understood the latter.  

Through my life I have never experi-

enced church in an organized format; 

our memberships are not bursting at 

the seams, I have come to see the 

word Restoration synonymous with 

division, and thinking about the task 

Parent to Parent Challenge 

 

 Phill and I have both taught 

public school and we KNOW that 

there is no place that we want our 

girls to attend other than Center Place 

Restoration School.  We cannot teach 

our girls to pray in all things and then 

send them to a school where they may 

be persecuted for doing just that. We 

are commanded to be in the world but 

not of it; with this in mind, we must 

put our children’s spiritual develop-

ment on the same level of importance 

as the rest of their education.  

 Our children need to be with 

each other and to see faces that they 

know and trust as they walk the halls 

throughout the day. I know that Eve 

LOVES Ellie Williams—a senior in the 

high school—and admires her.  It is 

good for Eve to see her not only at 

church but also at school as a leader 

and an example.  We KNOW the edu-

cation that the children receive at 

CPRS is wonderful as well; if you are a 

numbers person, the data speaks for 

itself.  We understand that our girls 

will still face temptations and the tri-

als of growing up, but we have no 

doubt that being at a school that puts 

the Lord first will afford them the 

peace and protection that the Lord 

intended for us and for them through 

their growing years.  

 We must support and protect 

this school.  I challenge parents to 

pray in faith asking the Lord if he will 

open the doors for your family to at-

tend. The promise of the Lord, as rec-

orded in I Nephi 5:59, reads thus: 

“And if it so be that the children of 

men keep the commandments of God, 

he will nourish and strengthen them 

and provide means whereby they can 

accomplish the thing which he has 

commanded them.” If your family is 

not attending the school because of a 

barrier – be it finances, transporta-

tion, or otherwise – pray to the Lord 

and ask that the door be opened. 

  

Stacy Pyatt 

CPRS Parent 

make a more informed decision about par-

ticipating at CPRS; 2) to disclose more ful-

ly how contributions to the school are 

used; and 3) to frame the school as a stew-

ardship of the church at large and not only 

a stewardship of the board, school em-

ployees, and participating families. 

Since the school functions as a hub 

where members of almost 25 branches 

meet daily, a flow of influence travels back 

and forth between the branches and the 

school. Branch decisions and activities di-

rectly influence the spiritual and social 

fabric of the school; likewise, the events 

that transpire here at CPRS ripple 

throughout the branches and often into 

the lives of church members who do not 

necessarily have friends or family mem-

bers participating in the school directly. 

We—the school and the branches—are 

yoked together in the latter day work. We 

are co-contributors to spiritual climate of 

the church family and co-laborers for Zion. 

My hope is that you will—in the 

very near future—have the opportunity to 

attend a CPRS program presentation in 

your branch or a neighboring branch. As 

the only Restoration school in our church 

and as one of the last few private schools 

remaining in Independence, CPRS truly is 

the stewardship of the church at large and 

our individual branches in particular. 

 

John Larson 

School Administrator 

 

  

If you would like to have a visit from our 

School Administrator and Board members, 

please contact the school at 816-252-1715 . 



Center Place Restoration School 
819 W. Waldo Ave. 
Independence, MO 64050 
 
816-252-1715 * FAX 816-252-2900 

Visit us at 

www.cprsgoldeneagles.com 
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often hope someday they will come to 

know Christ.   The one thought that 

keeps coming back to me is how nec-

essary CPRS is for our youth (not just 

our youth but all youth).  Those teen-

age years are a struggle—the world is 

telling our young ladies they are not 

pretty enough; the world is telling are 

young men they are worthless.   It is 

important to have the daily reminder 

that God loves you, and He is always 

with you.   

 I look back at CPRS and think 

of a safe environment where students 

were able to share problems with the 

staff, who could then pray for them 

(even provide administration).  We 

had prayer services to pray for one 

another’s needs (what a special expe-

rience to have at school).  I know this 

is not the experience all had while at-

tending.  I know several who graduat-

we are called to do can feel overwhelm-

ing.  I can say the one constant I have 

come to witness as a member of the 

church has been Center Place Restora-

tion School.  Kids from all factions of the 

Restoration Movement come together to 

not only learn academics but to worship.   

In those rebellious high school years, I 

found that I could not escape God.  I was 

reminded on a daily basis how much He 

loves me.  I worshipped and learned with 

friends that I consider lifelong, ones that 

I keep in touch with to this day.  CPRS is 

an important tool the Restoration has at 

its disposal to help unite the factions of 

our branches.  

 I felt it important to provide 

what I do as a career as I see so many 

children with problems.  I see children 

who need to hear the gospel message, 

who do not come from Godly homes.  I 

ed from CPRS that are strong in the 

church while others are no longer active.   

 I do remember being taught to 

love God.  This was never more evident 

than last year when I had a former stu-

dent who lost his belongings in a fire.  It 

was the CPRS students who organized 

items and care packages for him.  They 

did not know this young man, but they 

willing stepped up to help someone in 

need.  This truly was a witness.  We may 

never know the impact those kind acts 

had on this former student, but as Mat-

thew 25:41 states: “…Verily I say unto 

you, inasmuch as ye have done it unto 

one of the least of these my brethren, ye 

have done it unto me.”  

 

Zach Wilson 

CPRS Alumnus 

Reflections  cont’d on page 4 


